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ISLAM: ITS 0RI81N AND ITS FUTURE 



This is a rejoinder to Series number II of All- Union ' ' SQcietg for 
Propagation of Political and Sicentific Knowledge which discusses the 
same topic under the same caption^ and which appeared in Mosn^-s in 
1956 and was introduced to the Arab readers as "The Greg Note-Book." 
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An old Campaign. \ 

i 

The war waged against reli- 
gions is not the outcome of the 
present age nor is it the innovation 
of the materialistic Marxism which 
assumes that religion is an opium 
given to the people, Voltaire, the, 
French writer, harl expressed' sucn 
an idea long before the time of 
Marx, the Jewish thinker, when he 
said that deification had been an 
idea contemplated by clever priests 
to win the hearts of simpletons who 
enthusiastically took it to heart and 
believed in it. In such an attitude 
Voltaire in fact was following the 
example of the Greek Sophists who 
had denied or at least suspected the 
genuineness and naturalness of things. 
They propagated fallacies and diffu- 
sed doubts. They alleged that man, 
since the dawn of humanity, had 
submiited only to power and not to 
any code of laws or set of values. 
Later on when laws were instituted 



the -explicit performance of stub 
chaotic ^and primitve deeds disap- 
peared. This apparent features <>ave 
way to the prevalence of secret cri- 
mes which were incessantly commi- 
tted. Such behaviour inspired certain 
genius - minded men to initiate the 
idea of an unforeseeble power which 
► controls the lives of all creatures 
and masters their fates ; an eternal 
po^r all-seeing and all - hearing so 
as to^egnvince the masses to behave 
wel^secretly and in public. 

However, it is unwise to deny 
the assumption that at a certain 
historical period a new belief or a 
set of laws of worship had been 
instituted, for such assumption does 
not oppose reason or contradict 
facts. Such concession does uoV at 
all give any ground to convince us 
that the idea of religiousness was not 
as old as humanity itself. 

Religiousness is innate instinct: 
Twentieth Century Larousse 




Dicticmary. /'rstiii^iSi'': ^tte : -'^-;3OT^(ft»^t0C^^-8Bloii will continue 



"religious instinct is unanimously 
shared by all human races, It ;is even 
shared by the barbrous and savage 
races. The humanity at large takes 

great interest in pondering upon the 
heavenly concepts as well as the 
metaphysical concepts." 

The philosopher Henrie Ber- 
gson says : "there had existed and 
still exist some human groups with- 
out sciences, arts and philosophies, 
but there had never existed any 
group of individnals without religion 
or belief." 

Earnest Renan in a treatise on 
the history of religion 
feasible that any ; : ^iji||w^ 
decay': and .the li^|i^}^ 
sceience and in 

ctioning, but il 
eligion can £ 
stands as|.a]; 
ag^^ the?!* 
of materialism 

to confine human 
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ted in the heart of 
has sound mind to 
ween beauty and ugli 

Faith in God is an intellectual 
requirement. 

It is evident that faith in a Supre- 
me Power, which initiated this unive- 
rse and maintained its discipline, is 
an intellectual necessity. This is be- 
cause the naive human mind firmly 
believes in the principle of causation 
and always inclines to justification 
and reasoning. If there is no religion 
or faith, the question aroused bjfy)|MS 

reads as follows: "or 
created out of nothing ? 011 
Me creators ? " ( Surah. 




Evidently they were not 
from nothing nor did they <f 
themselves, then it is inavoi 
to recognize the existence 

God who is the Creator, the 
"and the Wise. 



As for those who eyrta'etf' 
the recognition of tlje 
painty because it is u 
ble and not subject to ^ 

idea;0fittl$^ ooulci not deny 

because :il;;rej^s^fc|the:- nt#|iiitt^ 
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nature Pagans and heathens as in 
thl$ concern were more logical and 
reasonable. When they were asked 
to identify who had created both 
heavens and earth, they said : God; 

"Say : 'Who provides you out 
of heaven and earth, or who posses- 
ses hearing and sight, and who 
brings forth the living from the dead 
and brings forth the dead from the 
living, and who directs the affairs ? 
They will surely say, 'God.". [Surah 
10, V. 31). 

Sending of prop hets is a man- 
ifestation of Gods me ret/. 



^WB^^^l^WP 



Thanks to the conclusive wis- 
dom and to the comprhensive mercy 
of God r the people were not left to go 
astray or to wonder aimlessly. He sent 
them messengers and prophets from 

amongst themselves to warn them 
and, at the same time, to give glad tid- 
ings about the boons of the Hereafter. 
Those Messengers were provided 

with heavenly Scriptures and com- 
mandments thereby they could set 
the people on the right path, to judge 
among, them with equality and to lay 
down the foundations of a virtuous 
and dignified life. The Qur'an refers to 
that by saying : \ . . So that mankind 
might have no argument against 
God." (Surah. 4, V. 165). 

Furthermore, the most pervaded 
wisdom of God necessitated that the 
messengers should be human individ- 
uals, not angels, selected from amongst 



their own people 111 braer to be well- 
acquainted with their conditions, 
with their life, and to sympathise 
with their joys and sorrows. Some 
short-sighted persons, however, 
made an objection against the 
humanity of the prophets. The answer 
to this came in the Qur'an in 
the following verses: "Say, if there 
were settled, on earth, angels walking 
about in peace and quiet, we should 
certainly have sent them down from 
the heavens an angel for a mes- 
senger/ 1 ( Surah, 12, V. 95 ) and : 
"God did confer a great favour on 
the believers when He sent among 
them a messenger from among them- 
selves." (Surah 3, V. 164). 

God purveyed those messengers 
conclusive arguments as well 
ith clear proofs to show His 
ion and to back their mes- 
Such backing was so 
iv defined that it convinced all 
fair and "jusS .people and made them 
believe wholeheartedly in the call of 
those prophets. The Qur'an refers to 
such an attitude by saying : " Lord, 
we believe in that You have sent 
down, and we follow the messenger. 

Inscribe us therefore with those .who 

* 

bear witness, " ( Surah. 3, V. 46 ) 

Another striking example of 
turning to the right is that related 
by the holy Qur'an about the magici- 
ans of Pharoah who, for their good 
fortune, had given up blasphemy 
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and turned to sound faith. Saying, ac- 
cording to the Qur'an, : "We belive in 
the Lord of Aaron and Moses ..." 

(Surah. 20, V, 70) and also saying : 

"Never shall we regard you as more 
than the clear signs that have come to 
us, or than Him Who created us," 
(Ibid V. 72). 

Throughout ail the ages God 
have sent prophets and messengers 
to be guiding- lights to their peoples 
and sound educators and were coun- 
sellors to them. Such messengers 
were continuously sent to the people 
to lead them to the right path until 
God crowned religions by Islam and 
ended all messages by the ever-last- 
ing mission of Muhammad son of 
Abdullah, who was sent to be a mercy 
to the whole universe; "We have not 
sent thee, save as a niercey untO 1 all 
beings 1 . (Surah 21, V. 105).'" 

Thv message of Islatri ^^ 

It would be a serious mistake 
to depict Islam as an unheavenly mes- 
sage merely invented by a human 
mind, or to illustrate it as a social 
phenomenon emerging from some 
historical effects or some economical 
factors. Whoso believes in such an 
idea is only deceiving himself and 
lying to the people as well He is 
shutting his eyes and eclipsing his 
reason to the true facts around 
him. Furthermore, he ignores the 
authentic history and misconceives 



the practical and social facts of the 
Arab peninsula before and after 
Islam ; simply because the conditions 
of the Arab tribes at Mecca and its 
outskirts arc well-known in history. 
It was the life of nomadism and 
travelling, commerce and amusments, 
ventures and raids. 

As for their belief it is krown 
that each tribe had its own idol to 
which it devoted worship. The Kaaba 
( Sanctuary ) was honoured and glo- 
rified by all tribes. It was their habit 
to bring their idols around the Kaaba 
until the number of these idols 
reached three hundred and sixty. 
Paganism was not a superficial phe- 
nomenon in the life of the Arabs but 
it was penetrating deeply theirein. 
The manifestation of this was obviou- 
sly seen in their pilgrimage, their 
vows and all their rituals. The Qur*- 
an in this connection says : " Out of 
what God has produced in abunda- 
nce in tilth and in cattle, they assi- 
gned Him a share : They say , acco- 
rding to their fancies : * this is for 
God, and this for our partners ' ! 
But the share of their partners rea- 
ches not God , whilst the share of 
God reaches their partners ! " (Surah 
H, V. 136). 

Belief in one God ( Tahannof ) 
was not known before islam except 
to a throng of individuals who were 
so sound and reasonable that they 









rejected to Jail into the abyss of 
heathenism. They deserted the wor- 
ship of idols and either followed the 
path trod by Abraham or embraced a 
divine religion such as Christianity. The 
pioneers of this trend before the adv- 
ent of Islam were of four persons : three 
of them were from the tribe of Quray- 
sh namely; Amer Ibn Nofayl Ibn Abdu 
Ozza. Warake Ibn Nawfal-who alrea- 
dy knew the old scriptures and adhe- 
red "to Christianity - and Othman Ibn 
Howayrith, and the fourth was Oba" 
ydullah Ibn Gahsh Ibn Asad. However, 
those four monotheists had utterly no 
impact upon their fellow men at any 
rate. This is why the call of the prophet 
Muhammad to monotheism was met 
at first by utter frustration and by 
entire rejection. The Qur'an in this 
respect says : " Has he made the gods 
all into one God ? Truly this is a wan- 
derful thing. And the leaders among 
them go away (impatiently), (saying) 
Walk ye away, and remain constant 
to your gods ! For this is truly a thing 
designed ( against you ) ! We never 
heard ( the like ) of this among the 
people of these later days : This is 
nothing but a made - up tale. " (Surah 
38, Vs. 5 - 7 ). 

It was rather wise under such 
circumstances that the messenger of 

God, who was fully aware of the fanat- 
ical adherence of his people to their 
idols, did not openly declare his call 
to monotheism, and instead he sought 



the way to the fulfillment of this 
sacred objective in secret for three 
years long. Shortly afterwards and 
in response to God's command he 
began to announce his call in public 
to his close kinsfolk. Neverthless he 
did not find but a scores of sincere 
individuals who believed in his mes- 
sage. Simultanuouslv he togather with 
his companions had suffered torments 
and persecution for thirteen years 
of time. This persecution obliged 
him to give order to his followers 
to immigrate twice to Abyssinia. It 
was followed by a bleading conflict 
at Medina made by the heathens to 
defend their cult and to impede the 
upserge of the monotheist religion. 

J Is it logical then to assume 
that the Arab peninsula was evolv- 
ing towards monotheism as a result 
of the interaction of some social 
factors, and that me belief in one 
GoCxtahannof) was a general phen- 
omenon before the advent of Islam V 

The Quran is the clearest proof 
of the message o[ Muhammad' 

It was natural that peoples in 
olden times might harbour doubt 
about the missions of the prophets 
and therefore had asked for evidence. 
God consequently had backed His 
messengers by cosmic miracles fa- 
shionable to their times and similar to 
dexterities exercised by their peoples 
such as magic vis-a-vis Moses and 
medicine in connection with Jesus. 
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Because the message of Muha- 
mmad is conclusive, ever-lasting and 
addressed to all mankind the wisdom 

of God had backed him by a compr- 
hensive and immortal miracle as well; 
which is an abstract and intellectual 
sign i.e., the glorious Quran. God 
refers to this miracle in the Quranic 
texts by saying : " Yet they say : 
' why are not signs sent down to 
him from his Lord ? ' Say : the signs 
are indeed with God and I am indeed 
a clear warner. And is it not enough 
for them that we have sent down to 
thee the Book which is rehearsed to 
them ? Verily, in it is mercy and 
reminder to those who believe. " 
( Surah 29, Vs. 50-51 ). The glorious/ 
Quran constitutes so many miraclousL 
aspects which lie in its inimitatability 
and which had strongly retorted the 
pretexts of the unbelievers, silenced 
their tongues and brought thed* argu- 
ments to naught; "Let them'tbinjro- 
duce a recital like unto it,— If (Srbe) 
they speak the truth." ( Surah 52, V. 
34 ) ; "Or they may say : he forged 
it. Say; bring ye then ten suras 
( chapters ) forged, like unto it, and 
call ( to your aid ) whomsoever ye 
can,* other than God — If ye speak 
the truth." ( Surah 11, V. 13) ; - And 
if you are in doubt as to what we 
have revealed from time to time to 
Our servant, then produce a Sura 
(chapter) like thereunto; and call 
your witness or helpers ( if there are 



any ) besides God ; if your (doubts) 
are true." ( Surah 2, V. 23 ). 

Thus the unbelievers had met 
their utter defeat and faced thir impo- 
tence thanks to the startling challenge 
of the Quran. Such defeat was reco- 
rded in history and expressed by the 
Qur'an when saying. " Say : if the 
whole of mankind and the Jinns were 
to gather together to produce the like 
of this Qur'an, they could not produce 
the like thereof, even if they backed 
up each other. " ( Surah. 17, V. 88,). 



This clear Book had managed to 
create the most momentous revoluti- 
on which turned the face of history. 
It was a psychological as well as 
social revolution which had led to the 
establishment of a strong nation by 
directing it to the right path and by 
unifying its scattered groups. Conse- 
quently it had attained, by virtue of 
the Qur'an, an integral status, an 
ideal legislation, morals to conduct 
its behaviour, means leading to 
prosperity, and a universal message 
to be addressed to the whole of man- 
kind; "It is He Who has sent amon- 
gst the unlettered a messenger from 

among themselves, to rehearse to 
them His signs, to sanctify them, and 
to instruct them in Scripture and wi- 
sdom - Although they had been, befo- 
re, in manifest error; - As well as 
(to confer all these benefits upon) 



X 



* 



fcfk- 



B'.V 



>AT 



■o;1 









tffftheni* who have not al 
joined them : And He is exalted in 
might, wise '\ ( Surah (Y2, Vs< 2-3 ). 

The Quran is a miracle and 
guide. 

Apart from ail other Scriptures 
the Quran stands unique by being a 
miracle as well as a guide ; "a guide 
to mankind, also clear Signs "\ How- 
evere if the miraclous sign proved to 
be in accordance with the spirit of 
the message, then it would be more 
indicative of the truthfulness of the 
messenger and would give him more 
support than the outward miracle* 
To illustrate this idea some learned 
men gave the following example. If 
there be a man in a city-wherein 
diseases are spread-claiming to be a 
physican, and forwarding as a proof 
of his plea a book written by him- 
self dealing with medicine and add- 
ing that palients will find their cure 
in such a book. If such a book on 
being examined by other physicians 
well versed in their subject proved 
to be the best book bearing on that 
subject, and if such a physician di- 
agnosed the people's illness and 
prescribed for them the medicine 
leading to their recovery; could 
such a plea be disputed after being 
confirmed by practical as well as 

theoritical proofs ? Definetly no one 
can doubt the authenticity of such 
clear plea. 
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matter that is curing of spiritual and 
moral maladies the result should be 
more striking because the treatment 
of physical maladies is not easy as 
the treatment of physical ailment. 
It is rather more subtle and difficult 
to be attained. 

It is a well attested fact that 
the Qur'an includes the sound creeds, 
the sublime morals and the origins 
of social and civil legislation. It is 
well known too that the prophet, 
may the blessings and peace of God 
be upon him, had successfully treated 
by the virtue of his holy book a peo 
pie of long-established conflict illite- 
racy and idolatrous vices. Such peo- 
ple through his treatment recovered 
and became unified, sophisticated, 
wise and masters of numerous countr- 
ies. However it is more striking to 
notice ttfai the man who attained 
this sueriiss had been illiterate with 
no background either in science or 
politics- If the afore mentioned phy- 
sician proved his claim by means of 
an action which is unfamiliar to the 
people and has no bearing on medi- 
cine, his claim would propably be 
suspected. Similar is the case with 
the prophet Muhammad in his claim 
that he was sent by God to guide 
the whole of mankind. His Book, 
which proved to be sound, is more 
indicative that it is a revelation from 
God than the rod of Moses which 
became snake and the dead womh 
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Jesus brought forth alive. Because 
these two miracles, though unusual, 
are not a means of instruction and 
guidance nor are they pertaining to 
medicine. Therefore their indication 
is not intrinsic. 

However, the doing of superna- 
tural miracles is less important than 
the making of supreme, divine and 
legislative sciences without having 
any sort of knowledge. Yet the Qur'- 
an anticipates the hidden matters in 
the past and the future, and its tea- 
chings lead to success and prosperity. 
The Quran thus is a clear proof that 
its spiritual as well as social remedy 
is only revealed by God, the Wise, 
the Sustainer, and no person whos- 
over can oppose or doubt it. 

Was there ami opposition to the 
Quran 1 

After the shining success of the 
Islamic call in the Arab j>£fiinsula 
there appeared, for psychological as 
well as tribal reasons, some persons 
who claimed themselves to be proph- 
ets. What their proofs, their books ^nd 
their achievements ? The following 
may give answer to this question. 

In the nineth and tenth vears 
after the Immigration there had been 
some individuals who claimed them- 
selves as prophets. They were : 
Musaylama of the tribe of Hanifa 
which had envied Quraysh because 
the messenger of God belongs to it, 



Al-Aswad El-Ensi who appeared at 
Yamama, Talha Ibn Khowayled 
El-Asadi who appeared within the 
tribe of Asd and Sagah daughter of 
of El-Harith who had Known Christi- 
anity before and who appeared in 
the tribe of Taghlib. 

The different narrations, howev- 
er, tell us that such pseudo prophets 
had made books to oppose the Qur'an. 
But history and literature did not pre- 
serve any trace of their works except 
that had been introduced as anecdotes 
or Jokes. 

The false allegation of these 
feigned prophets had not managed to 
stand upright in face of the strong 
march of Islam. No sooner had they 
proclaimed their absurd calls than 
they had met their utter defeat and 
profane destiny. Some of them had 
died and others embraced Islam and 
became sincere believers such as Talha 
who had joined the army and fought 
heroically in the way of God to atone 
for his Past attitude against Islam; 
" Nay, We hurl the truth against fa- 
lsehood, and it knocks out its brain, 
and behold, falsehood does perish ! " 
[Surah. 21, V. 81 |. 

In the Abbaside Caliphate some 
narrations stated that there had been 
an opposition to the Quran but these 
narrations were not backed by fact- 
ual texts. For instance Ibn Kayyem 
al-Jozyyeh and al-Bakellani stated 
that Ibn al-Mokaffa had been reciting 






the Qur'an until he reached at the 
following verse : "At length, behold ! 
There came our command, and the 
fountain of the earth gushed forth! ' T 
and went on reciting until God's sayi- 
ng : " Away with those who do wro- 
ng/' (Surah. 11, Vs. 40-44), then he 
said with admiration : this ran not be 
challenged at all by any human bei- 
ng ,1 and burnt what he had invented. 
Furthermore, Kl-Bakellani goes on to 
say : "there had been persons who 
assumed that Ibn El Mokaffaa had 
opposed the Quran in his book titled 
tfu j Unique pearl -Aldurratul Yatim-"; 
but El Bakellani failed to find any 
thing in Ibn El~Mukaffaa's work that 
might be held as an imitation of 
the Qur'an. f Y 

There was also Aboul - Aiaa 
El Maarri who had been accused by 
the sin of imitating the Qur'an. But- 
El-Rafei, the Egyptian writer, refuted 
this charge very strongly. Dr. Taha 
Hussein, the contemporary Arab 
writer, refuted as well what had 
been attributed to Aboul El-Alaa. 

The latest attempt of such frau- 
dulent prophets, who claimed to 
be in touch with the divine 
revelation, is seen in the assumption 
made by Mirza Gholam Ahmed EI 
Quadyani-the Indian-, Mirza Ali El- 
Bab and his disciple El Bahaa. 

Fortunately, the followers of 
those fabulous prophets do not show 
us what they assume to be Quranic 
verses and hide it in such a manner 



as it was something to be ashamed 
at. Whoever manages to read their 
books will see nonsense and absurd 
words and ideas. He will be profoun- 
dly confident that the Qur'an is the ge- 
nuine revelation of God; "This is a Bo- 
ok, with verses basic or fundamental 
( of established meaning ), further 
explained in detail from One Who is 
Wise and Well - Acquainted ( with al 
things), " (Surah. IK V. I ). 

Mam is a he lief as well as a sys- 
tem of life. 

Islam is not, as being held by 
short-sighted individuals, a theological 
religion nor is it a mere belief tak- 
ing only into account the spiritual 
side of man while leaving aside the 
organization of his relations with the 
universe, with life and with his 
fellow human beings whether they 
are individuals or families or nations. 
In the contrary Islam is a eomprhen- 
sive bgtSfef out of which an integral 
as well as a universal system comes 
forth on which a balanced and un- 
iversal nation is based. Such nation 
is depicted in the Qur'an as follows: 
i4 And thus We have made you an 
exalted nation that you may be the 
bearers of witness to the people." 
(Surah. 2, v. 1 43) ; "You are the 
best nation raised up for men: you 
enjoin good and forbid evil and you 
believe in God." (Surah 3. V. 100). 

The merits of the Islamic belief. 
The Islamic religion has its own 
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merits and characteristics which other 
religions are lacking ■ It is a clear 

and simple belief which may be ex- 
pressed in the idea that there is be- 
yond this disciplined and unique un- 
iverse One God who had created 
and regulated it and who had des- 
tined every thing in this universe. 
This God has no associate, no coun- 
terpart, no wife and no son but "To 
Him belongs whoever is in the 
heavens and the earth/' ( Surah. 
21, V. 19,). 

This belief is plain and accept- 
able. Because the human mind seeks 
always association and unity beyond 
the apparent variation and multiplica- 
tion. It incessantly tends to refer all 
things to one cause. The uniform 
fact also proves that the multiplica- 
tion of wills does not produce an 
integral conclusion or lead to a 
coherent system. The glorious Qur'an 
assures this fact when sflflhlating 
that : "God has not taken to Himself 
a son nor is there with Him any 
(other) god-in that case would each 
god have taken away what he crea- 
ted, and some of them would have 
overpowered others." ( Surah. 23, 
V. 92) ; "If there were in them gods 
besides God, they would both have 
been in disorder/' ( Surah. 21, V. 22), 

Moreover it is not a belief alien 
to human nature nor does it conlra- 
diet this nature at any rate. It is 




accordance with this nature, The 
Qur'an illustrates this notion plainly 
when saying: "So set your face for 
religion, being upright, the made by 
God in which He has created men. 
There is no altering God's creation. 
That is the right religion-but most 
people know not. (Surah. 30, V. 30). 

It is as well a fixed and defined 
belief which is not subject to incre- 
ase or decrease, distortion or change. 
No ruler whosoever or scientific 
synod or religious congregation is 
alowed to make addition or adjust- 
ment in this belief. Any addition or 
adjustment will be held invalid and 
will only express the point of view 
of such innovator. The messenger of 
God in this respect says : " Whoso 
produces any idea alien to our inju- 
nctions will be responsible for this and 
his innovation will be only ascribed 
to him " and the Quran says : ** Or 
have they associates who have pr- 
escribed for them any religion that God 
does not sanction" (Surah 42. V. 21). 

Thus al! innovations, superstiti- 
ons and supplements maliciously 
entered into Muslim beliefs or foisted 
into their books or treachrously pro- 
pagated among uneducated masses 
are false, unreliable and thoroughly 
rejected by Islam. 

Misconception of predestination 
and choice 



\-mv-K$ 



Predestination and choice were 



?* 



"'/^f^-m.. 




>,%\ 










<,'..■..'-■ -■■■ Sfrtift:: .--j - ,: ".=■■< "■!" ■ : -".' '"■■ " li ; -i ■ i W- "y ', ' ,V, ..j-.,;- ■; l! .- :J ; -.■.. ■ : 



■£ 



and still from amongst the most am- 
azing and disputable topics which 
human mind failed to find out solu- 
tion or reach a decisive conclusion, 
and in which philosophers, ethicalists, 
psychologists and educationalists 
had disputed so far as philosophy 
and research are concerned. 

Islam in this connection is the 
balanced religion which is in comp- 
lete harmony with sound nature and 
the tangible reality. 

Man in view of the belife of 
predestination and choice is compl- 
etly free and responsible for his 
actions and self in the domian of his 
optional activities. He is at absolute 
liberty to do or abstain according to 
his own common sense and feelings. 

The Quran gives full support 
to this attitude in the following 
verses : " So let him who please 
believe, and let him who please 
disbelieve." (Surah. 81, V.29). - 1 There 
is no compulsion in religion — the 
right way is indeed clearly distinct 
from error. M ( Surah. 2, V. 256 ) . 
" Surely this is a Reminder ; so 
whoever will, let him take away to 
his Lord. " ( Surch. 76, V. 29 ). " To 
him among you who will go forwa- 
rd or will remain behind " (Surah. 74, 
V. 37 ) " Whoever does good, it is 
for his own soul ; and whoever does 
evil, it is against it. And thy Lord 



is not in the least unjust to the 
servants." (Surah. 41, V. 46 ) "If 
| you do good, you do good for your 
own souls. And if you do evil it is 
for them. (Surah. 17. V. 7), * God 
imposes not on any soul a duty bey- 
ond its scope. For it is that which 
it earns ( of good ) and against it 
that which it works ( of evil ) . " 
( Surah. 2, V. 289 ) . 

In addition to the above men- 
tioned verses there are many in the 
Qur'an which stipulate and decree 
man's liberty, gains and responsibi- 
lity; "That no bearer of a burden 
bears another's burden : And that 
man can have nothing but what he 
strives for : And his striving will soon 
be seen. Then he will be rewarded 
for it with the fullest reward." 
(Surah, 53, V. .5. 38-41). 

This positive attitude adopted 
by the Qur'an has been backed by a 
strong campaign against the deter- 
minists who ascribe their blasphemy 
and sins to Fate under the pretext 
that their actions are directed by the 
will of God. 

In four Suras (chapters) of the 
Qur'an God, the Almighty, refutes 
this false assumption. In the Cattle 
chapter He says : "Those who are 
polytheists say : If God pleased we 
would not have set up (aught with 
Him) nor our fathers, nor would we 
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have made anythig unlawful. Thus 
did those before them reject (the 
truth) until they tasted our punish- 
ment. Sav ■. Have you any knowledge 
so you would bring it forth to us ? 
You only follow a conjecture and 
you only tell lies." (V. 159). He also 
says in the chapter of th Bee : "And 
the idolators say : Had God pleased, 
we had not served aught but Him, 
(neither) we nor our fathers nor had 
we prohibited aught without (order 
from) Him. Thus did those before 
them. But have the messengers any 
duty except a plain delivery (of the 
message).-' (V. 35). He further says 
in the chapter of Yasin : "And when 
it is said to them : Spend out of 
that which God has given you, those 
who disbelieve say to those who 
believe : Shall we feed him whom, if 
God please, He could feed ?^You are 
in naught but clear error. " [ V. 47 J. 
And finally He says in the Chapter 
of Gold : " And they say : If the 
Beneficent had pleased, we should 
not have worshipped them. They 
have no knowledge of this; they 
only lie. " ( V. 29 ). 

By such strong and clear regoi- 
aders to the old determinists the 
decisive attitude taken by the Qur'an 
towards the question of the human 
will and Divine will, is obviously 
conceived. 

Neverthless, man is not actually 
at absolut liberty or at complete j 



choice in the sense that he does all 
what he pleases and abstains from 
ajl what he displeases; because if he 
were really free in that sense he 
would certainly be a God. 

No one, whatever his staunch 
support to the human liberty mav be. 
can deny the determinism of the hu- 
man wili. This is why the authorities 
concerned always refer it to hiridita- 
ry or environmental factors or te 
both of them. Some philosophors expr- 
ess this notion by saying: " Man 
is free in a domain of fetters and limits" 

The dialictical materialists have 
even tied man to means of producti- 
ons as well as to the economical 
phenomena which direct his way of 
thinking, his course of behaviour and 
his current affairs. Thus they degrad- 
ed man and brought him to the most 
repugnant standard of determinism 
when they have made of him a hum- 
ble slave of matter not a master of 
it as ordained by Islam. 

This well attestad fact, the limi- 
tedness of the human will, is decreed 
by islam in a way more honourable 
and dignified to man than that of 
the materialistic and traditional dete- 
rminism. Man, from Islam's point of 
view, is at liberty and choice in the 
range of what God had ordained of 
rules being carried out by His will and 
power according to His knowledge 
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and wisdom, and which are applying 
to all creatures including man him- 
self. Man is tree because ("rod wants 

i 

him to enjoy liberty, and has his } 
own will for God says : ik But you \ 
will not except as God wills. " i 
(Surah. 76, V. Ml) j 

i 

There is no wonder then when | 

i 

we read in the Quran the combina- 
tion of both the liberty of the human 
will and the mastery of Divine will 
which appears in the following 
verses : " Verily, all things have We 
created in porportion and measure." 
( Surah. 54, V. 49 ) ; 4 And if thy 
Lord had pleased, all those who are 
in the earth would have believed. " 
(Surah. 10, V, 99); "Doer ot what 
He intends." (Surah. S5, V. 16) and 
" Surely thy Lord makes plentiful the 
means of subsistence for whom He 
pleases, and He straitens, '' ( Surah. 
17, V, 30). 

Muslims belief in Fate, however, 
does not represent any determinist 
dogma nor does it express the acci- 
dentalists trend, but it is rather the 
belief in that the universe is heading 
to an ultimate end and that it is reg- 
ulated by a Supreme Power. How can it 
be otherwise while God's knowledge 
fully comprises every atom in heavens 
and earth, and directs it according 
to His conclusive wisdom and mercy? 
" And not the weigt of an atom in 
the earth or in the heaven is hidden 



from thy Lord, nor anything less thaw 
that nor greater, but it is ( all ) in <t 
clear book". (Surah. 10, V. 61 ). 

Belief in Fate as such depicted 
does not at any rate contradict the 
exertion of efforts and the search 
of whatever possible means to carry 
out one's own affairs. This is simply 

because God had ordained causes 
and means, introductions and conclu- 
sions. He had not destine success 
without any work, but had ordained 
it through its due means of unflagging 
efforts, of caution vigilance, patience, 
endurance and so forth. 

Taking means then does not op- 
pose Fate but in fact is implicitly 
included in God's Fate. Therefore 

when the messenger of God was 
asked this question: " could you prev- 
ent the occurance of God's Fate V 
in view of remedies and ways thereby 
evil might be evaded, his unequivocal 
answer was : " all happenings are 
ordained by God's Fate. M Furthermore 
when epidemic disease was prevailing 
in Syria Omar Ibn EI-Khattab, after 
his consultation with the companions, 
had decided not to enter it and ret- 
urned back with his company. Some 
companions said to him : " do you 
run away from God's destiny Pri- 
nce of Muslims ? " He said "yes; 1 run 
away from God's desting to face 
Gods destiny in other from. " 
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The messenger of God, though 
having the strongest faith in God's 
Fate, was fully aware of the necessary 
measures and means to be taken. 
He therefore, had taken necessary 
precauitons, mobilzed armies,sent reco- 
nnaissance patrols, fought full -armed 
and had followed the most advanced 
rules of tactics and strategy. 

Although the question of prede- 
stination and choice was clear enough 
in Islam, as we have already seen- 
through texts, practice, theory and 
application- the messenger of God, 
peace be upon him, had ordered his 
companions to block the way of frui- 
tless discussion about such delicate 
questions in which the human mind 
had failed to reach a sound solution 
for long ago, in order they might 
escape dissension and divergence of 
views. 

Refering to this question Shaykh 
Muhammad Abdu had said : " unfort- 
unately some persons who have 
evil intentions appeared among the 
Muslims from amongst the Persian and 
Roman subjects who feigned to be 
muslims and who brought to Islam 
what they have had of dissension and 
hypocrisy. They disobeyed God and 
his messenger when they violated 
Their order of forbidding discussion 
of Fate, and misled Muslims through 
their ambiguous and absurd words. 
They even disintegrated their unity 
and God says to His messenger conce- 



erning this attitude : " As for those 
who split up their religion and became 
sects, you have no concern with 

them:' (Surah. 6, V. 160 ). 

"Such was a group of determin- 
ists who were weak and helpless 
whose plea could not stand sound 
reasoning, and whose actions had 
been so repulsive that they were 
expelled from the domain of relig- 
ion. It was left lagging behind until 
it was fully uprooted. This gave im- 
petus to the prevalence of the ten- 
dency calling the majority of Muslims 
to adopt the trend of moderation bet- 
ween detereminism and choice which 
is the trend calling to serious activities 
and true faith. 

Faith In Resurrection : 

Some Materialist pedants often 
try to spread doubts about the belief 
in resurrection and other eschatolgical 
doctrines, like that of the Day of 
Judgement, Paradise and Hell- Fire to 
which doctrines references are made 
in the Qur'an and all the other 
Divine Scriptures. In a sarcastic 
manner they comment on the Qur'anic 
verse " Perhaps the Hour is nigh " 
(Surah. 42, V. 17) by remarking 
that a period of more than thirteen 
centuries has elapsed yet, the Hour 
has not come as yet. They forget or 
overlook that measurement of time 
is a relative question, and that a 
thousand years or more is only a 
short time in the accouut of history, 



especially if we take into considera- 
tion what geologists say about the 
estimated age of the world, which 
goes back millions and millions of 
years. The Materialists disregard 
another significant tact, when they 
do not realize that Muhammad is 
the last Prophet and his message is 
the final word from God to mankind. 
Should they conceive this fact, they 
would find it easy to clearly under- 
stand what the word " nigh " in the 
verse means, because they will then 
know that since there is no prophet 
after Muhammad nor is there any 
message after his until the day of 
Resurrection, the Hour is coming 
and nigh. 

The Hereafter is another crea- 
tion wherein every person will rece- 
ive a fair return for what he or she 
has done in first life. In many cases 
this present life falls short of rewa- 
rding the good people for their deeds 
and punishing the mischievious for 
what they might have committed. 
Faith in a Wise, Just God leads by 
necessity to the belief in the existe- 
nce of that other life to be. This is 
the logic of faith in God Who orda- 
ined the Hereafter " that He * may 
reward those who do evil for that 
which they do, and reward those 
who do good with goodness" (Surah. 
53, V. 31 ) Belief in Resurrection is 
the logical conclusion of man's crea- 
tion and his responsibility ; " Do you 
then think that We have created you 



in vain, and that you will not be 
returned to Us " (5. 23, V, 115) 
'* Arid We created not the heaven 
and the earth and what is between 
j them in vain.. That is the opinion of 
I those who disbelieve. So woe to those 
j who disbelieve on account of the 
Fire, Shall We treat those who beli- 
eve and do good like the mischief- 
makers in the earth ? Or shall We 
make the dutiful like the wicked 7 
( Surah. 38, Vs. 27 — 28 ) . If there 
were no belief in Resurrection, the 
justice of God and the very principle 
of laying responsibility on mans 
shoulder would be very critically 
questionable; an attitude which could 

produce nothing but chaos and des- 
truclion. 

It should be borne in mind, 
however, that belief in the Hereafter 
does not mean giving one's back to 
life and being indifferent to the 
serious course of events on depen- 
dent on others with indulgence in 
vain wishful thinking. Happiness in 
the Hereafter is not attainable except 
through persistent work and serious 
endeavours. " It will not be in acco- 
rdance with your vain desires nor 
the vain desires of the people of the 
Book. Whoever does evil, will be 
requited for it and will not find for 
himself besides God a friend or a 
helper. And whoever does good deeds, 
whether male or femal, and he ( or 
she ) is a believer — these will enter 
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the Garden, and they will not be 
dealt with a whit unjustly " ( Surah. 
4, Vs 123 -124). 

it is sufficient to support this 
argument fiat the Messenger of God- 
peace and blessings be upon him-and 
his Companions as well as their pious 
successors did not conceive life or 
live it except as an aspect of serious 
undertaking and earnest endeavour. 
It was this spirit that made them 

surpass other peoples in every field 
of life. They did not remain stagnant 
or lazy awaiting the peace of the 
Hereafter and the boons of the 
Garden. They could not do it 
because the Quran, their right guide, 
says : ' l And say, Work; so God will 
see your work and ( so will ) His 
Messenger and the believers. And you 
will be brought back to the Knower 
of the unseen and the seen, then He 
will inform you of what you did ,f 
( Surah. 9, V. 105 ), " He it is Who 
made the earth subservient to you, 
so go about ( working ) in the spaci- 
ous sides thereof, and eat of His 
sustenance. And to Him is the rising- 
( after death ) M ( Surah. 97, V. 15 ). 
Again it says : " you who belive, 
when the call is sounded for prayer^ 
on Friday, hasten to the remembran 
ce of God and leave off traffic. That 
is better for you, if you know. But 
when the prayer is ended, disperse 
abroad in the land and seek of God's 
grace, and remember God much that 



you may be successful " ( Surah. 02, 
V, 6- 10 ). 

The S if stem of Islam; 

Islam has a very unique and 
universal system which is closely 
associated with all aspects of life. 
It is concerned with the individual and 
the society and is interested in life 
at large. In a very fair manner and on 
a well-balanced scale Islam deals with 
all aspects of life, spiritual and mat- 
erial, personal and social, local and 
international. No matter is over-rated 
at the expense of another, but justice 

in all sides prevailes. Unlike other 
religions, it does not wear a material 
uniform or take a material view of 
life, nor does it over-estimate the 
spiritual elements of existence. It 
draws a balance-line between the 
individual and his society without 
making the former dominate the latter 
as is the case with capitalism, or 
vice-versa, as is the case with 
communism. 

All this is because Islam is not 
the production of an unguided revol- 
ution* resulting as a reaction to cor- 
rupt conditions or to oppose extreme 
right with extreme left, as was the 
case with the unguided revolutions 
which introduced weak and shaking 
systems that were the subject if com- 
mon complaints and inevitable altera- 
tions. The system of Islam is not 



made by an individual or any group 

of individuals directed by their cul- 
tural beckgrounds or environmental 
circumstances or legacies, not to 
mention their caprices or passions, to 
introduce a subjective system doom- 
ed to deficiency and change. Islam 
is the system of God Who is the 
Lord of men and is fret 1 from bias 
and partiality to any race or class 
or generation. He is the Lord of 
them all and they are His servants. 
He knows their interest and His 
mercy is so comprehensive that He 
does not over-task them: "God des- 
ires ease for you, and He desires 
not hardship for you . . . " (Surah. 
2. V, 18j). /v^h 

i ( 

Worship is Gods Alone : 

' — — - — — • -- ■-■ — ^ 

The first 'article in the faith o* 
Islam is the organization of relation- 
ship between God and His bondmen. 
Mankind do not create themselves 
nor do they invent any of the many 
embracing dooms and universa 4 
graces in the heaven and the earth. 
Bin it is God Who creates them, 
bestows lavours on then: and lion, 
.sirs then! from anion*.; ins ■ features 
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and vvorsiuo ii;m -u -;:' witiiout as- 
soeiating an\ partner to Him. And 
this exactly what Islam ordains in 
the words of the Quran "And they 



are enjoined naught but to serve 
God, being sincere to Him in obed- 
ience, upright, and to keep up prayer 
and pay the poor-rate, and that is 
the right religion 11 (Surah 9S, V. 3). 

Moreover, Islam docs not only 
confine worship to God alone, but 
also purifies the rituals from all the 
idolatrous accretions and innovations 
invented by the followers ot differe- 
nt sects to lay barriers between God 
and His bondmen and to establish a 
system of priestly intercession betw- 
een the Heaven and the earth. Pray- 
er in Islam is a devotion to God 
only in which man turns his face 
^wherever he happens to be to the 
Lord without dependence on the 
permission of any relegious minister. 
The prayer-leader in a congregatio- 
nal service, which is more preferable 
to private worship, is not a man of 
priestly rights but is one of the con- 
gregation. Thev let him lead their 
prayers for his knowledge or piety 
and check his recitations to correct 
him, if he makes any mist, ike. He 
cannot assure any memhm ni the 
congregation that his prayer '"ill be 
accented bv Gnd* because the final 
word on acrep'anee us God's "uly 
Who knows the iruthiui Twin the 
otherwise, and Wh ; " ;e'-: e;--s ; my 
from the dutiful" fSurah '">. V 27 / 

The Islamic prayers vcici their 

manners, their time-tables, their con- 

, ditions and recitations are peculiar 
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to Islam as they were not known to 
any religion before Islam, They are 
the daily contact between the Musl- 
im and his Lord. They are the effe- 
ctive means of purifying the body 
and the soul, of cultivating the sound 
conscience and developing decent 
morals ; 4< Surely prayer keeps ( one,) 
away from indecency and evil „, " 
( Surah. 29, V. 45 ) . They are, espe- 
cially when performed in congregati- 
ons, a strong social bond and a pra- 
ctical lesson by which Muslims pra- 
ctise discipline, brotherhood and 
equality. The condition which enjoins 
upon all Muslims to turn their face 
to one direction towards Mecca 
( Makkah ) while praying is profoun- 
dly significant as it trains them to 
be whole-heartedly united in aim, 
opinion and tendency. L f iL ^ ^ 

Pilgrimage, another fundament- 
al pillar of Islam, is a journey in 
which the Muslim turns his heart and 
body to the House of God at Makkah, 
the House which was built by 
Abraham to be the symbol of mon- 
otheism and unity* When Abraham, 
father of the prophets and the enemy 
of idolatry, established it, God ord- 
ained him to proclaim to men the 
pilgrimage; " And; when We pointed 
to Abraham the place of the House, 
saying : Associate naught with Me, 
purify My House for those who make 
circuits and stand to pray and bow 
and prostrate themselves. And procl- 



aim to me the Pilgrimage : They will 
come to thee on foot and on every 
lean came), coming from every remote 
path" (Surah. 22, Vs. 26*27). 

This form of worship, started 
with Abraham as entirely pure for 
God, was abused and spoiled. The 
succession of time together with 
ignorance, caprices and superstitions 
drove the people out from the path 
of God to indulge in idolatry and as- 
sociate images with God. They laid 
down idols in the House of God to 
worship them and offer oblations to 
them, mixing whatever was left of 
the monotheistic rituals with the ac- 
cretion which they invented. 

When Islam came to find the 
said condition, it removed all traces 
of idolatry and abolished the rem- 
aining forms of Pastnership in Divi- 
nity. Upon the triumphant return of 
the Prophet Muhammad to Makkah 
he smashed with his own hands the 
idols which were set around the 
House of God at Makkah (the Kaabah), 
saying : * The Truth has come and 
falsehood vanished. Surely falsehood 
is ever bound to vanish" (Surah. 17 
V. 81 ), Thus the House was made 
pure for God alone and the institut- 
ion of Pilgrimage restored to its 
fromer state in the days of Abraham. 
In forms and slogans, in intention 
and practice pilgrimage was one 
again designated to God. 
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The rituals of pilgrimage are 
associated with certain place in the 
sacred city of Makkah only because 
it is the land of remembrances, 1he 
legacy of Abraham and the cradle 
of the Call. All the rituals performed 
by the believers in the course of 
pilgrimage are indicative symbols 
of suggestive revelation. They have 
no value or significance in themsel- 
ves because they are meant for the 
glorification of God and submission 
to His ordinances. It is reported that 
Umar, the Second Caliph and great 
Companion of the Prophet, stood 
before the Black Stone in the Kaab- 
ah and said : " I kiss you although I 
know that you are a stone incapa- 
ble of doing any harm or causing 
any benefit. And had I not seen the 
Messenger of God kiss you, I would 
have never done so. M 

In view of these explanations, 
would there be any ground for the 
superficial outlook of those who say 
that the Muslims make pilgrimage to 
a stone and bow down in prostration 
before it, seeking its blessings or 
graces ? Any such allegation is a 
mere nonsense. Pilgrimage is a poin- 
ted mote in the eyes of the enemies 
of Islam because it is the most im- 
PWSSWG DWine convention to which 

the Muslims come from everywhere 
in the globe to enjoy the mutual 
feelings of a common Islamic brother- 
hood and joint aims, and to dicusss 



their affairs in co-operative and most 
understanding manners as to return 
to their previous state of dignity and 
power; to be new the best nation 
raised up for men by enjoining good 
and forbiddding evil and by believ- 
ing in God* 

It is these Divine principles 
that vex the blind enemies of Islam 
and make them hit at random. The 
advocates of chaos and enemies of 
humanity stay restless when they 
face any organized course of relation- 
ship either between man and man or 
between man and God. This is why 
they look to Islam wilh unhappy 
eyes and shamelessly invent all sCrts 
of lies and allegations to set barriers 
between men and Islam. But we be- 
lieve that all this will be in vain 
once Islam is properly presented and 
correctly represented. It is our hope, 
however, that the short account 
given of these two forms of wor- 
ship (Prayer and Pilgrimage) will be 
a sufficient expression of the spirit 
of Islam in drawing the course of 
relations between God and man. 

Human Relations : 

Now let us consider how Islam 
organizes the course of human relati- 
ons among people. Has Islam ever 
supported the feudalists, or recogni- 
zed social injustice, or helped a class 
of society against another, or favoured 
the strong at the expense of the 
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weak ? Has Islam left society to be 
dominated by artificial barriers of 
discrimination on the basis of race 
or colour or inherited nobility ? This 
is what we shall give answers to in 
the following pages. 

The lightest examination of the 
teachings of Islam demonstrates that 
it is not a religion of any particular 
class or any special group, but is a 
religion socially founded on the bas- 
es of fraternity, "justice and equality. 
These bases are clearly represented 
in the rituals- and worships of Islam 
as well as in its economical and 
political systems. y 

The Relation Be t ween the Rich 
and the Poor ; 

Islam admits the instinctive 
dissimilarity of people in abilities and 
natural gifts, faculties and capacities, 
and it accepts, therefore, their reaso- 
nable and instinctive dissimilarity in 
sustenance. Islam as a religion which 
recognizes the natural instincts of 
man and things, sublimes them and 
does not conflict with them accepts 
individual ownership as loim as it 
comes from lawful sources. By this 
attitude Islam means to satisfy the 
instinctive motives and human desires 
i:)r ownership competition and saving. 
But it docs not regard the individ- 
ual property which is obtained thro- 
ugh illegal means like usurpation i 



and stealing whether this latter is in 
apparent or hidden forms such as 
gifts presented to rulers, exploitation 
of influence, accepting bribes and 

taking other people's properties by 
subtle manners. On the contrary, it 
confiscates all holdings of this sort 
however long they remain in the hol- 
ders' hands, because length of time 
and succession of day and night do 
not allow theforbidden or make the 
prohibited lawful. 

In Islam man is not the real 
owner of property and cannot do 
with it what he pleases. All holdings 
belong in fact to God alone. This 
statement means that they belong to 
the entire society, and the rich man 
is a mere employee appointed to 
take care of what he holds, invest 
it and spend it in such, a way as to 
agree w r ith the interest of society, 
without inflicting any harm upon it. 
in other words, as the Quran puts 
it, the rich person is only a succes- 
sor; "and expend of that unto which 
He has made you successors'' (Surah 
47, V. (>); "and give them (the ear- 
nest slaves who seek emancipation) 
ok the wealth of God that He has 
given vou" (Surah. 24, V. 3*>). 

Ownership, therefore, is a social 
I unction, and the weal tin 1 person is 
tasked with financial duties to his 
society the least of which is giving 
alms (/rikalM This is m»t a voluntarv 
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contribution or a sort of kindness 
that would make the rich feel sup- 
erior and exalted, and make the 
poor develop a sense of self -contempt 
and disdain. It* is a known right, an 
ordained tax, which is to be collected 
by the government through appoint- 
ed tax-collectors and is to be expen- 
ded on the needy and the common 
interest "in the way of God and 
emancipation of slaves/ 1 

Alms-giving is not a supple- 
mentary principle ot Islam, but is a 
fundamental pillar and without the 
distribution of which no man can be 
Muslim. If the State fails to collect 
the alms and expend it properly, it 
is not entitled to be called an Isla- 
mic state. It is a well-attested histo- 
rical fact that when some Arab pro- 
prietors refused to pay their alms, 
Abu Bakr, the First Calif, showed no 
tolerance. He prepared eleven briga- 
des to fight the greedy capitalists 
and said : ll I swear bv God, if they 
retain a camel's tether which they 
used to give to the Messenger of 
God, 1 will fight them for it. ". 



The Tfvnsuri} Belongs to tin 



State: 



Some biased people have spread 

vicious rumours about the Muslim 
Treasury and its contents of alms 
and other resources of the Islamic 
State. They pretend that the Treasu- 



ry and its contents are nothing \k\\ 
personal propriety of the Cahis and 
Sultans, who can expend <»! ii a> 
they please without any supervision 
or questioning. But the fact, which 
is well-known to anyone who has 
studied the law and history of Islam, 
is that the Treasury does not belong 
to the Calif but is a common prope- 
rty for all the people. 

The Calif is only an entrusted 
treasurer who is entitled to nothing 
of it more than his regular and rea- 
sonable salary. It was Abu Bakr the 
First Calif who laid down this prin- 
ciple when he said : " Pay me as an 
average person of Quraysh, not like 
one of the- low or one of the upper 
class. " This happend after he was 
sworn fealty to the people. He went 
on the following day to the market 
for his daily business to maintain 
himself and his family. Then the 
great Companion Umar met him and 
said ; " Where are you going V He 
replied ; I am going to the market 
to do business. I 'mar exclaimed 
saying: What \ how can yon do that 
after having been chosen in admini- 
ster the affairs of Musi i ins .' He said- 
How am I going t<> maintain my 
dependents? I 'mar answered' do t^ 
the Treasurer Abu Abaydah and ask 
him to fix a regular salary for you, 
Abu Bakr went to the Treasurer wh© 
said to him. " I shall fix for you 
victuals sufficient for an average 
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man from among the Immigrants and 
supply you also with winter as well 

as summer clothes, which you will 
use till they are worn out and then 
bring back to take new ones instead 
of the old." 

Moreover, Umar the Second Calif 
of Islam said : " My attitude towards 
the property of this Treasury is like 
that of the guardian of an orphan 
towards his property; when I am ne- 
edless I will keep my hands off, but 
when 1 am in need I will satisfy 
my necessary needs therefrom witho- 
ut any excessiveness. Furthermore, 
AH son of Abu Talib, the Prophet's 
cousin and Fourth Calif of the musli- 
ms, refused completely while in office 
to take anything from the Treasury 
for himself or his family, Oj)*—^ 

This is the practice of the wise 
califs and pious leaders of Muslims, 
But the deviations from the right path 
of some Muslims rulers and their er- 
rors are not an argument against 
Islam, and Islam is, by no means, 
responsible for such errors. 

Islam Ordaim Balance Between 
the Rich and the poor. 

The recognition by Islam of nat- 
ural dissimilarity in sustenance does 
not mean that Islam lets the rich free 
to increase his wealth and the poor 
to worsen in his poverty. Nay, it 
interferes by virtue of its legislative 



system and moral instructions to nar- 
row the gap between the rich and 
the poor. It has taken the necessary 
measures to prevent injustice from 
the former and to raise the siandard 
of the latter. 

Islam forbids the rich to make 
any wealth or earning through un- 
lawful means. It forbids them to 
swallow usury in any form and by 
any quantity. It considers the swa- 
lawer of usury as fighting against 
God and His Messenger, and curses 
everyone who participates in a deal- 
ing of usury because it is an unjust 
deal in which the weak are exhaus- 
tively exploited for the interest of 
the strong. In support of this point 
the Quran says. w O you who be- 
lieve, keep your duty to God and 
relinquish what remains (due) from 
usury, if you are (true) believers." 
"And God has allowed trading and 
forbidden usury." "God will blot out 
usury, and He causes charity to pro- 
sper" (Surah 2, Vs, 275-275, 278). 
In addition to that the Prophet said : 
"God will curse the recipient of 
usury, its giver, its scribe and its 
witnesses." 

On the other hand, Islam for- 
bids them to resort to monopoly 
which is the character of greedy 
capitalism. The Prophet of Islam 
declared that the distributer of life 
stocks would be sustained and the 
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monopolizer cursed. The rich people 
are strictly forbidden to squander, 
and the ruler is authorized to decree 
interdictions against the immature 
and squandering people. He is au- 
thrised to arrest their wasteful use of 
property. The Quran says : "And 
make not over your property, which 
God has made a means of support 
for you, to the weak of understand- 
ing" (Surah. 4, V. 5,) and "Surely 
the squanderers are the devil's bre- 
thren, And the devil is ever ungrate- 
ful to his Lord" (Surah. 17, V. 27.) 
Moreover, all kinds of luxurious 
squandering, which sopoils nations 
and individuals, are prohibited. JjThis 
is why wine is strictly forbidden and 
this is why the lavish use of golden 
as well as silver articles and the 
adornment of men by wearing gold 
and silk are ordained unlawful. The 
Qur'an says : "And when we wish to 
destroy a town, we send com- 
mandments to its people who lead 
easy lives, but they transgress there- 
in; thus the word proves true again- 
st it, so we destroy it with utter 
destruction 1 (Surah. 17, V. 16), 

Furthermore, Islam prohibits the 
hoarding of gold, silver and the like* 
The Qur'an contains frightening war- 
nings addressed to the hoarders ; 
" And those who hoard up gold 
and silver and spend it not in God's 
way-announce to them a painful 
chastisement. On the day when it 
will be heated in the Fire of Hell, 



then their foreheads and their 
sides and their backs will be 
branded with it : This is what you 
hoarded up for yourselves, so taste 
what you used to hoard " ( Surah 9. 
V. 34-35 ). 

Islam does not compaign against 
hoarding by words only ; it prescribes 
practical measures one of which is the 
ordained alms which amounts to two 
and a half percent of the capital, 
This is in itself an alarm to the 
proprietor meaning an eventual ex- 
haustion by prescribed alms of his 
property if he hoards it up or fails 
to invest it. 

V It is through these said measures 
of forbidding usury, monopoly, squa- 
ndering and lavishness, on the one 
hand ; and of combating all kinds of 
hoarding and enjoining alms, on the 
other hand, that the proprietor is 
compelled to invest his property in 
a legal way for the common weal 
of society. Thus the fair balance 
which Islam seeks can be realized. 

Conversely, Islam gives the poor 
people opportunities equal to 
those of the rich. The former are 
entitled to all possibilities and means 
to attain the standard of the latter 
and stand with them on equal foo- 
ting. The door of business and 

earning is open for all people poor 

and rich alike. It is not confined to 
or monopolized by any group nor is 
it inaccessible to anybody. It i » 
well-established principle of Is 
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that whoever quickens a dead land 
it belongs to him, and whoever trades 

the profit goes to him ; and whoever 
comes across any source of property 
or treasure without a known owner 
and covered by the ground pays 
only one fifth of it to the State and 
the rest is his. 

Jt is the duty of the ruler in an 
Islamic state to find work for the 
unemployed. If he fails to do so, or 
if any citizen becomes jobless owing 
to his disability, or if the worker's 
wage dose not suffice his needs — 
it is the responsibility of the ruler to 
take good care of him. The Muslim 
ruler must secure for such a citizen, 
be he a Muslim or otherwise, the 
due rights of diet, winter and summ- 
er clothes and a proper lodge. When 
the collet ted alms and ordinary res- 
ources of the state do not meet 
these demands, the ruler is authori- 
zed to impose new taxes on the 
wealthy .people to ensure the intere- 
sts of Muslims. The doctors of Islam 
have laid down the principle which 
states that should the Muslims he 
endangered, their holdings automati- 
cally become a common property 
and nothing of it belongs to any- 
body in particular. Moreover, Islam 
has taken useful steps to break the 
big capitals into small units of prop- 
erty. One or the most important me- 
asures in this respect is the law 01 
Hinrnuuup according to which tin- 
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wealth of the deceased person is 
distributed among his wife, parents, 
his children and other entitled heirs 

from amongst his kins. This distribu- 
tion must be carried out in a just 
manner as to include the male and 
the female alike, not the former only 
as the Arabs used to do before 
Islam nor the eldest son as is prac- 
tised in some modern nations of to- 
day like England. 

The Rich Are Not a Class : 

The system of Islam accepts the 
rich as individuals who may ecquire 
properties by lawful means and use 
them in like ways without being nig- 
gardly or holding back* in times of 
need. It accepts them as such, not as 
a privileged class o\ special preroga- 
tives or endowed with social sover- 
eignty inherited from generation to 
generation. This is because Islam con- 
sideresall people equal before God, 
the Law and the Qur'an; and no pre- 
ference is granted to anyone except 
inasmuch as he is faithful to God, 
truthful to humanity and respectful 
of his general rights as the Quran 

says : " mankind, surely We have 
created you f r om a male and a female, 
and made you tribes and families 
that you may know each other. Surely 
the noblest of you with God is the 
most dutifui of you " ( Surah. 49, V' 
n ) hi addiiio:' f* that 'he Prophet 
suit I ; ! " Mn:-k :;■ ' --.w e'iim- like- rhe 
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teeth of a comb; no Arab is better 
■ban a non - Arab except by dutfful- 
ness. " 

The rich therefoie, are mere 
individuals who make fortunes through 
their endeavours and enterprise, ye: 
their fortunes may not last: they may 
get less or be transferred to new 
ewners. So poverty and wealth in the 
Muslim society are not fixed or conti- 
nuous phenomena. On the contrary, 
they are changeable and subject to 
the alteration of circumstances and 
chances of earning, and the change 
of ownership according to the laws 
of inheritance. >£♦;♦ 

There Are no Classes In Islam : 

Islam then does not recognize 
existence of social classes in the we- 
stern terminology. H is free from any 
class of inherited rights and pre roga li- 
ves. Its teachings are not familiar \vit v 
the so-called classes of rulers or no- 
bles or knights or elergv or the' like. 

The rulers are only individuals 
chosen by the nation and appointed 
to office either through the people 
of authority in it or through any oth- 
er means 'the nation ma: choose. They 
are not of a special group and do 
not belong to any particular faipily. 
Nay, the Prophet said : ll Listen and 
obey, even if vnu are ruled by an 
Abyssinian negro as long as he leads 
vou in accordance with the Book of 



God; the Quran, Just before his dea- 
th the Calif tlmar said: "Had Salim. 
a former slave of Hudhavfah. he* mi 
alive, I would have appointed him *•< 
succeed me. " 

The system of inherited rule 
and ealifate is alien to Islam. It is 
not recognized by its teachings or 
admitted to them. The jurists • ■ f Islam 
do not constitute a priestly class 
with alleged Divine powers as is the 
case with the clergy of other relig- 
ions. They are only specialized 
doctors of the Islamic faith, law and 
morals. Their actual status is that 
they are scholars of religion and 
law. of ethics and sociology. They 
are not. by any means, .intercessors 
between God and His bondmen nor 
are thev in possession of the lows 
of Paradise or dealers in the 
hontls of God's contentedness and 

forgiveness. 

It is clear, therefore, that it we 
apply Western terminology and We- 
stern conceptions, we shall find no 
classes in Islam because Western 
terminology in this respect is inapp- 
licable to Islam. Once this classificat- 
ion is pointed out, it is no "harm ihen 
if some people call the rich individ- 
uals in the Islamic State a riass, 
because serious researchers classify 
mankind to three classes * rich ave- 
rage and poor. This classification is 
understandable; since it correspond-: 
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with approximate similarity in colour 
according to which people are divi- 
ded into white, black and yellow. 

The existence of classes in this sense 
is an indispensable matter resulting 
from the order of the whole unive- 
erse which ordernecessitates differe- 
nces and dissimilarities even araono 
plants and minerals, not to mention 
mankind among whom there are dif- 
ferences the like of which js not 
found in anyone of the being species. 

It is true that Russia succeeded 
in eradicating the Capital with whi- 
ch were gone the wealthy Russians; 
Russian riches and nobles. Yet there 
appeared, accordidg to Aqqad, a 
ruling class of experts and engineers, 
who exercise power and despotism 
unexampled with other rulining cla- 
sses even in the most capitalist sta- 
tes. (The Truths of Islam ... by A. 
M. al-Aqqad, P. 207 ) . 

Islam proves itself to be the 
religion of reality and sound nature, 
when it recognizes the differences 
which actually exist in all countries, 
Capitalist and Communist alike. This 
recognition is declared in Gods wor- 
ds : " We portion out among them 
their livelihood in the life of this 
world, and We exalt some of them 
above others in rank, that some of 
them may take others in service " 
( Surali. 43, V. 32 ) and "God has 



made some of you excel others in 
the means of subsistence ... " ( Surah,. 
16, V. 71). 

This is the order of God Who 
never does anything in vain. Whate- 
ver He does is done with utmost 
wisdom and for profound reason. 
The mentioned classification of manki- 
nd was ordered by God, according 
to the Quran, for two reason. First, 
trial of man which is the basis of 
responsibility and rewarding. Trial 
is frequently stated in the Qur'an as 
the objective of many injunctions and 
ordinances, i. e. " So that He may 
try you in what He has given you." 
Secondly, taking in services as alrea- 
dy mentioned in the verse. But this 
is not the service of oppression and 
humiliation as might be derived from 
the ordinary sense of term service. 
It is the service of common interest 
and order. Had life been a factory, 
it could not have been successfully 
managed if all people working where- 
in were made mangers or engineers, 
but there must be the managers, the 
engineers, the clerks, the labour and 
the watchmen. 

Excellence in the means of sub- 
sistence does not entitle its people 
to any merit or religious or legisla- 
tive rank in the Muslim society. The 
real excellence and recognized merit 
are those which consist in know- 
ledge, faith and good deeds. "Say : 
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Are those who know and those who 
know not alike ? Only men of under- 
standing mind/' (Surah. 39, V. 9.) 
"God will exalt * those of you who 
believe, and those who are given 
knowledge, to high ranks'' (Surah. 
58, V. 11.) "And for all are accord- 
ing to their doings. And thy Lord is 
not heedless of what they do" (Surah. 
6, V. 133). 

It is on these bases of justice, 
equality . and brotherhood that Islam 
has established the relationship be- 
tween the rich and the poor. It equa- 
lizes them in right and public- 
obligations, and provides them with 
fair opportunities to make earnings. 
Then, it says to the rich : *'. . . Spend 
of the good things that you earn 
and of that which We bring forth 
for you out of the earth . . . (Surah. 
2, V. 267,) It commands the Ruler to 
"Take alms of their (Muslim's) pro- 
perty-thou wouldst cleanse them and 
purify them thereby.. . ." (Surah. '9, 
V. 103), and tells the poor to shun 
spite and envy; "And strain not thine 
eyes toward that with which we 
have provided different classes of 
them, of the splendour of this world's 
life, that we may thereby try them; 
And the sustenance of thy Lord & 
better and more abiding'' (Surah. 
20, V. 131). And to all of them it 
appeals : "Be God's bondmen, breth- 
ren/' "The believers are brethren" 
(Surah. 49, V. 10;) and ". . . remem- 



ber God's favour to you when you 
were enemies, then He united your 
hearts so by His favour you became 
brethren" (Surah. 3, V, 102.) 

Whenever Muslim society is 
guided by these Divine principles, 
mutual brotherhood prevails, and 
grudge against the rich does not find 
any means to the hearts of the poor 
nor does injustice to the poor deve- 
lop in the rich. All will exchange 
feelings of mutual co-operation and 
brotherhood. 

It is no wonder then that Bilal 
son of Rabah, Ammar son of Yasir, 
Abu Hurayrah and the people of 
Suffah-all belonged to the humble 
and poor section in the early Muslim 
societv — stood side by side and 

k- *^ 

worked with the richest and noblest 
people like Uthman son of Affan, 
Abd al-Rahman son of Auf and Saad 
son of Abadah. They did not develop 
feelings except of mutual love, co- 
operation and brotherhood. It is 
easily understood by now to know 
whether Islam supports the class-sys- 
tem or recognizes feudalism and the 
feudalists. 

The Attitude of Islam towards 
Slavery : 

Before the advent of Islam slav- 
ery was a universally recognized 
system. People practised it in vario- 
us forms. Prisoners of war were 
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taken as slaves. So were the captiv- 
es in tribal and nomadic raids and 
indebted . people who failed to pay 

back their debts. 

When Islam came to find these 
conditions, it did not advocate slav- 
ery or even make any statement in 
support of it. On the contrary, it took 
every possible meassure to mitigate 
the practice of slavery and produced 
numerous revealed texts urging 
emancipation of slaves and opening 
all the possible ways to freedom. 
From the very beginning Islam did 
not address individuals only as to set 
free slaves in atonement for their 
sins and in seeking God's contente- 
dness, but also made it incumbent 
upon the State to partake in setting 
free the slaves by means of contrib- 
uting some amounts of collected 
alms to those who are trying to 
secure freedom through certain pay- 
ments to their masters (Surah. 9, V. 
60). 

Nearly fourteen centuries ago 
Islam organized the emancipation of 
slave, and gave it full support and 
utmost encouragement, ft ordained 
emancipation by means of exhorting 
the masters to set free their slavey. 
To realize this aim Islam eiicomaoe;- 
voluntary emancipation from the ma 
ster.s side. Besides this, commendable 
practice, thji||iia^yj^isar Iroms desi- 
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liberty. For example, there is the 
tadbeer, which is a pledge making the 
slave's freedom conditional to his ma- 
ster's death. In this case the master 

makes a statement like " if 1 die, my 
slave becomes tree, " and upon his 
death his slaves libeity immediately 
becomes effective, Another case is the 
Kitabah whereby the master and his 
slave reach an agreement according 
to which the latter gains his freedom 
in return for some payments to the 
former. Moreoves, when a slave-wo- 
man gives her master a child, she 
enters a transitional period in which 
she cannot be treated as a slave but 
enjoys a considerable deal of liberty 
which becomes complete upon the 
death of her present husband -like 
master. Furthermore, emancipation of 
slaves is enjoined in many cases 
as the only acceptable atonements 
for committing sins or making mista- 
kes in swearing or fasting or the 
like. 

The rule of Islam in fostering 
freedom was never confined to ope- 
ning the doors of emancipation of 
the already enslaved people. But it 
was always concerned with the pre- 
vention of slavery and interested in 
combating it before it would take 
phu e. Whatever form of slavery that 
l.sliiui i;epi was nothing more than 
what the civili/ed world has maintai- 
ned nowadays. It is a well - known 
fact that the nations which have 
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agreed to disallow slavery do allow 
taking prisoners of war ami keeping 
them until a peace treaty ^ neijoTiaN 
ed and the exchange of prisoners or 
ransom or heavy compensation is 
agreed to, 

Nations at war develop very 
disturbing worries about their prison- 
ers, and the ill-treatment received by 
these captives certainly justifies those 
worries.' But with Islam it was a 
different story. During the propagat- 
ion of the Islamic Call the prisoners 
taken by Muslims did not cause anv 
worries to their people and states, 
because they were assured of fair 
treatment and did really enjoy it. w r e 
are told (Surah. 47, V. 4) that priso- 
ners of war can onlv be taken after 
meeting an enemy in a regular 
battle, and even in that case they 
must be set free, either as a favour 
or after taking ransom. The former 
of these alternatives was the course 
adopted by the Prophet Muhammad 
in most cases, and there are many 
examples reported when thousands 
of prisoners were set free by the 
Prophet as a mere favour and with no 
reference whatsoever to redemption. 

Prisoners of war were mention- 

« 

ed here because thier status is 
closely related to slavery. According 
to Islam, slaves are formerly prison- 
ers of war taken after regular battles 
against disbelieving enemies who 



launch war against Muslims and try 
to hamper the spread of Islam. But 
as alreadv stated. Islam rnrouracos 

the rourse of setting the prisoners 
of war free, and even if they are 
istifiably made slaves, their freedom 
js commendable. Thus we see that 
Islam has come to narrow the sphere 
of slavery and confine it to the mi- 
nimum circle, and to enlarge the 
scope of liberty and raise the stand- 
ard of slaves. It honours the slave 
by considering him a member of his 
master's family so far as treatment 
is concerned. 

This is the attitude of islam 
towards slavery. It is clear, there- 
fore, that Islam cannot be said to 
encourage slavery or support slave- 
masters. It meant to abolish the 
slavery-system from the world by 
gradual and most wise steps. It 
resorted to this course because it 
was impracticable to eradicate over- 
night a system which was deeply 
rooted in social and economical life. 

The Relation Between the Rot- 
ina and Ruled In Islam : 

Authority in Islam belongs to 
the Nation, which is the possessor of 
sovereignty and is empowered to 

elect the Head, of State, help him 

bv L?ood advice and oust him should 
he deviate or do injustice. The Calif 
is not the representative of God nor 
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His viceroy on the earth. He is only 
a representative of the nation and 
its spokesman. The Four Wise Califs 

were clear about their position and 
knew that they were not successors 
to God but successors to His Messe- 
nger Muhammad in ruling the nation 
acc&rding to the Divine revelation. 
It is reported through Imam Ahmad 
that when it was said to Abu Bakr : 

Calif of God, he said : I am the 
Calif of the Messenger of God, and 

1 am satisfied with that. Moreover, 
when he was appointed to the Cali- 
fate, he made a famous policy state- 
ment in which he said : u I have 
been chosen as your Head of State, 
but I am not the best of you. So if 
you find me right, help me ; and if I 
am wrong correct me. The strong 
among you is weak with me until I 
take ail dues from, and the weak 
among you is strong until I restore 
his right to him. Obey me as long as 
I obey God, but if I disobey Him, I 
have no right to your obedience." 

Furthermore when Umar Ibn 
Abd-al-Azeez was appointed Calif, 
he made a public speech in which 
he said : * I am only like anyone of 
you, but God has shouldered me 
with a heavier burden. " This is the 
real status of Califs in Islam. The 
Calif is not necessarily the best per- 
son, although he is charged with the 
heaviest responsibility. He is a repr- 
esentative of the nation and a paid 



employee. This fact was clear to the 
Califs themselves, to the learned 
men, the literary figures, the poets 
and finally to the majority of the 
public. 

It is reported through the great 
authority of Traditions Imam Bukhari 
that Aishah, the prophet's wife and 
daughter of Abu Bakr the First Calif, 
said : " When Abu Bakr was appoin- 
ted, he said : My people know well 
that my profession could produce 
sufficient provisions to maintain my 
family, but I have become concerned 
wit'i the affairs of Muslims. So my 
family will depend in their livlihood 
on what they receive from the Trea- 
sury as I shall be working for 

Muslims/ 
*** V" 

This is the function and status 
of the Ruler in Islam. He is an emp- 
loyed servant paid by the nation 
which appoints him and supervises 
his deeds to help him when he is 
right and correct him should he 
deviate. 

When Abu Muslim Khawlani, 
the reverend doctor of Islam, once 
came in where Muaawiyah the fifth 
Calif was sitting, he said to him in 
frank words ; " Peace be upon you, 
hired employee. " The company 
of Muaawiyah suggested to Abu 
Muslim to say : Peace on you 
prince, but he paid no attention 
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to them and repeated his earlier 
words with the same frankness. 
They tried again their suggestive 
remark and he insisted on what he 
had already uttered. Then Muaawiyah 
interfered and said : " Let Abu 
Muslim go his way, he knows better 
what he says. " 

Tiiis Islamic principle is well- 
established and affirmed, and has 
been observed by Muslim rulers so 
much so that it became known to 
all sections of the people. Muslims 
of different backgrounds consider 
the Califs and rulers as ordinary 
men whose infallibility and superio- 
rity to other people is no article of 
faith, and whose injustice and corru- 
ption instigate severe criticism from 
all public sides. This is not only in 
theory but olso in practice. It has 
been exercised on many occosions. 
For example, the famous poet Abu 
Al-Ala Al-Maarri launched his attacks 
against his contemporary rulers and 
governors, when they went wrong 
and abused their power forgetting 
their real status as hired employees. 
Moreover, a nomad once was admi- 
tted to the audience of a cretain 
Caliph, who was sitting on a higher 
place while the people were below 
him. Then the nomad asked the 
Caliph : " Are you God ? " " No, 
1 am not God, " he replied. " Are 
you Gabriel ? " " No, " he said. The 
nomad added : " You are neither 



God nor Gabriel, so why do you 
sit higher ? Step down and sit with 
the people ". 

These are a few examples but 
are very significant. Thay prove the 
practicability of the mentioned princi- 
ple of the Status of the ruler and the 
rights of the people. This principle 
was clearly conceived and properly 
observed by Muslims. The result was 
that every individual felt conscious 
of his responsibility and personality 
as to guard the truth and justice, com- 
mand the good and shun the indece- 
nt. It is with such a spirit that an 
ordinary woman stood bravely in the 
mosque to oppose the Calif Umar who 
felt no humiliation or harm to decla" 
re to the people that the woman was 
right and he was mistaken. 

^T*' The Policy _of Islam in War: 

For thirteen years starting from 
the advent of Islam the Muslims suf- 
fered all kinds of harm and persecu- 
tion. They fled twice to Abyssinia and 
were finally driven from their homes 
and properties without any just cause, 
leaving behind their weak brethren 
in Mecca to face torture and cruelty 
from the idolators. Then they felt in- 
clined to take revenge from the wro- 
ng enemy, but the Messenger exho- 
rted them to patience and asked them 
to await the decree of God as he 
was not by then ordained to fight. 
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Dictionary 
" religious 



state* the m&Nhffi q 
instinct is unanjmo&aly 
shared by all human races. It is even 

shared by the barbrqtis and savage 
races. The humanity at large takes 
<rreat interest in pandering upon the 
heavenly concepts as well as the 
metaphysical concepts." 

The philosopher Henrie Ber- 
gson says: "there had existed and 
still exist some human groups with- 
out sciences, arts and philosophies, 
but there had never existed any 
group of individnals without religion 
or belief." 

Earnest Renan in a treatise on 
the history of religiQn 
feasible that any thlajg.yw'j 
decay and the Ere^o^jty 
seaience and im 
ctkming, but WM 
that religion cmr ■ 
tttiier stands as a 
meat against the 



of materialism whiW deafrpwy at- • 
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jpejifgtan witi continue d 
ted in the heart of raaifc 
has sound mind to dtf 
ween beauty and ugH 

Faith in (hid is an Intellectual 
requirement. 
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It is evident that faith m a Supre- 
me Power, which initiated this unive- 
rse and maintained its discipline, is 
an intellectual necessity. This is be- 
cause th^ naive human mind firmly 
believes in the principle of causation 
and always inclines to justification 
and reasoning. If there is no religion 
or faith, the question aroused by tjae 

w)\\ have no ' a»*we*t 
^i|U0B tead* as follows: "■ or 
treated out of nothing ? 
;*he creators ? " (Surah. 
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Evidently they were not c 
from nothing nor did they c 
themselves, then it is inavof 
to recognise the existence 

God who is the Creator, the 
~ and the Wise. 

As for those who evad 
the recognition of the 
plyinty because it is utt&gl 
fife imd not subject to 
tfests could not deny 
existence of managing 

resorted, however, to an 









vague and esoteric power 
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nature, Pagans and heathens as in 
thia concern were more logical and 
reasonable. When they were asked 
to identify who had created both 
heavens and earth, they said : God; 

"Say : 'Who provides you out 
of heaven and earth, or who posses- 
ses hearing and sight, and who 
brings forth the living from the dead 
and brings forth the dead from the 
living, and who directs the affairs ? 
They will surely say, L Go&". [Surah 
10, V, 31). 

Sending of prophets in a man- 
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ifestation of God's mercy. 
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Thanks to the conclusive wis- 
dom and to the comprhensive mercy 
of God, the people were not left to go 
astray or to wonder aimlessly. He sent 
them messengers and prophets from 

amongst themselves to warn them 
and, at the same time, to give glad tid- 
ings about the boons of the Hereafter. 
Those Messengers were provided 

with heavenly Scriptures and com- 
mandments thereby they rould set 
the people on the right palh, to judge 
among, them with equality and to lay 
down the foundations of a virtuous 
and dignified life. The Gur'an refers to 
that by saying : \ . . So that mankind 
might have no argument against 
God." (Surah, 4, V, Ho). 

Furthermore, the most pervaded 
wisdom o! God necessitated that the 
messengers should be human individ- 
ual^ not angels, selected from amongst 
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thfcir own people Itl order to be well- 
acquainted with their conditions, 
with their life, and to sympathise 
with their joys and sorrows. Some 
short-sighted persons, however, 

made an objection against *.hc 
humanity of the prophets. The answer 
to this came in the Qur'an in 
the following verses^ 'Say, if there 
were settled, on earth, angels walking 
about in peace and quiet, we should 
certainly have sent them down from 
the heavens an angel for a mes- 
senger, 1 * { Surah. 12, V. 9rS ) and : 
a God did confer a great favour on 
the believers when He sent among 
them a messenger from among them- 
selves." (Surah 3 t V. 164), 

God purveyed those messengers 
conclusive arguments as well 
ith clear proofs to show His 
ion and to back their mes- 
Such backing was so 
ivdfegrred that it convinced all 
fair and Jti6$ people and made them 
believe wholeheartedly in the call of 
those prophets. The Quran refer;* to 
such an attitude by saying : " Lord, 
we believe in that You have sent 
down, and we follow the messenger. 
Inscribe us therefore with those /who 
bear witness, " ( Surah. 3, V. 46 ) 




Another striking example of 
turning to the right is that related 
by the holy Qnr'an about the magici- 
ans of Pharoah who, for their good 
; fortune, had given up blasphemy 



'/■). 




.Vi*-*.^^ 






" v jf 







208 



and turned to sound faith* Siying, ac^ 
cording to the Qufan, : + 'We beiive in 
the i^rd of Aaron and Moses ..." 

(Surah, 20, V. 70) and &\%o saving : 
"Never shall we regard you as more 
than the clear signs that have come to 
us, or than Him Who created us," 
{Ibid V. 72). 

Throughout ail the ages God 
have sent prophets and messengers 
to be guiding lights to their peoples 
ami sound educators and were coun- 
sellors to them. Such messengers 
were continuously sent to the people 
to lead them to the right path until 
God crowned religions by Islam and 
ended all messages by the ever -last- 
ing mission of Mohammad son of 
Abdullah, who was sent to be a mercy 
to the whole universe; "We have not 
sent thee, save as a mercey unto all 
beings", (Surah 21, V, 105)^ 

Tht* ttwsxage of lstwtti*jj£ 

It would be a serious mistake 
to depict Islam as an unheavenly mes- 
sage merely invented by a human 
mind, or to illustrate it as a social 
phenomenon emerging from some 
historical effects or some economical 
factors. Whoso believes in such an 
idea is only deceiving himself and 
lying to the people as welL He Is 
shutting his eyes and eclipsing his 
reason to the true facts around 
him. Furthermore, he ignores the 
authentic history and misconceives 



the practical and social facts of the 
Arab peninsula before and after 
Islam : simply because the conditions 
of the Arab tribes at Mecca and its 

; outskirts are well-known in history. 
It was the life of nomadism and 
travelling, commerce and amusments, 
ventures and raids. 

As for their belief it is krown 
that each tribe had its own idol to 
which it devoted worship. The Kaaba 
( Sanctuary } was honoured and glo- 
rified by all tribes. It was their habit 
to bring their idols around the Kaaba 
until the number of these idols 
reached three hundred and sixty. 
Paganism was not a superficial phe- 
nomenon in the life of the Arabs but 
it was penetrating deeply theirein. 
The manifestation of this was obviou- 
sly seen in their pilgrimage, their 
vows and all their rituals. The Qur T - 
an in this connection says; " Out of 
what God has produced in abunda- 
nce in tilth and in cattle, they assi- 
gned Him a share: They say , acco" 
rding to their fancies : ■ this is for 
God, and this for our partners ' ! 
But the share of their partners rea- 
ches not God Y whilst the share of 
God reaches their partners ! " (Surah 
6, V, 13$ ). 



Belief in one God ( Tahannof ) 
was not known before Islam except 
to a throng of individuals who were 
so sound and reasonable that they 
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rejected to fall into the abyss of ■ 
heathenism. They deserted the wor- 
ship of idols and either followed the 
path trod by Abraham or embraced a 
divine religion such as Christianity. The 
pioneers of this trend before the adv- 
ent of Islam were of four persons t. three 
of them were torn the tribe of Qtiray- 
sh namelv; Amer Ibn Nofayi Ibn Abdu 



the way to the fulfillment of this 
sacred objective in secret for three 
years long. Shortly afterwards rind 
in response to God's command lie 
j began to announce his call in public 
[ to his closer kinsfolk. Xeverthless he 
I did not find but a scores ot sincere 
I individuals who believed in his mes- 
sage, SimuUanuously he together with 



Ozza, Warake Ibn Mawfal-who alrea- j his companions had suffered torments 
dy knew the old scriptures and adhe- I and persecution for thirteen years 
red 1o Christianity - and Othman lbn j of time. This persecution obliged 
Howayrith, and the fourth was Oba- | him to give order to his follower* 
ydullah Ibn Gahsh lbn Asad, However | to immigrate twice to Abyssinia. It 
those four monotheists had utterly no 1 was followed by a bleading conflict 
impact upon their fellow men at any at Medina made by the heathens to 
rate. This is why the call off he prophet l defend their cult and to impede the 

Muhammad to monotheism was met " % "* 1 "~ "~ 

at first by utter frustration and by 
entire rejection. The Qiir'an in this 
respect says : " Has he made the gods 
ail into one God? Truly this is a wan- 
derful thing, And the leaders among 
them go away (impatiently), (saying) 
Walk ye away, and remain constant 
to your gods ! For this is truly a thing 
designed ( against you ) ! We never | 
heard ( the like ) of this among the j 
people of these later days : This is j 
nothing but a made-up tale. " (Surah j 
38, Vs. n- 7 ). \ 



upserge of the monotheist religion. 

Is it logical then to assume 
that the Arab peninsula was evolv- 
ing towards monotheism as a result 
'of the interaction of some social 
factors^ and that the belief in one 
GoOahannof) * as a general P hen " 
omffln before the advent of Islam ? 

The Quran is the rfvftrrsi pmnf 
of the messafjp of Muhammad.' 



It was rather wise under such 
circumstances that the messenger of 

God, who was fully aware of the fanat- 
ical adherence of his people to their 
idols, did not openly declare his call 
to monotheism, and instead he sought 



It was natural that peoples in 
I olden times might harbour doubt 
i about the missions of the prophets 
I and therefore had asked for evidence. 
| God consequently had backed His 
messengers by cosmic miraotes fa- 
shionable to their times and similar to 
dexterities exercised by their peoples 
such as magic vis-a-vis Moses and 
medicine in connection with Jesus, 
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Because the message of Mutuv j any ) besides God ; if your (doubts) 
mm ad is conclusive, ever-lasting and j are true." { Surah 2 t V, 23 ) 
addressed to all mankind the wisdom | 

ot God had backed him by a corner- 

hensive and immortal miracle as well; 

which is an abstract and intellectual 

sign i,e., the glorious Qur'an. God 

refers to this miracle in the Quranic 

texts by saying ; * Yet they say : 
' why are not signs sent down to 

him from his Lord ? ' Say : the signs 

are indeed with God and I am indeed 

a clear warner. And is U not enough 

for them that we have sent down to 

thee the Book which is rehearsed to 

them? Verily, in it is mercy and 

reminder to those who believe. " 

(Surah 29, Vs< 50^51 ). The glorious 

Quran constitutes so many rmraclous 
aspects which lie m its inimitalability 
and which had strongly retorted the 

pretexts of the unbelievers, silenced 
their tongues and brought the^ argu- 
ments Co naught; "Let themth^fro- 
duce a recital like unto H ( — if (frbe) 
they speak the truth." ( Surah 52, V. 
34): "Or they may say : he forged 
it. Say; bring ye then ten suras 
(chapters) forged, like unto it, and 
call { to your aid ) whomsoever ye 
t:an,*ofher than God — If ye speak 
the trum/- (Surah 11, V 13);" And 
i( you are in doubt as to what we 
have revealed from time to time to 
Our servant, then produce a Sura 
(chapter) like thereunto; and call 
your witness or helpers ( if there are 



j Thus the unbelievers had met 

| their utter defeat and faced thirimpo- 
j tence thanks to the startling challenge 
of the Quran, Such defeat was reco- 
rded in history and expressed by the 
Qur'an when saying, " Say : if the 
whole of mankind and the Jinns were 
to gather together to produce the like 
of this Qur'an, they could not produce 
the like thereof, even if they backed 
up each other. M ( Surah, 17, V. 88J, 

This clear Book had managed to 
create the most momentous revoluti- 
on which turned the face of history. 
It was a psychological as well as 
social revolution which had led to the 
establishment of a .strong nut ion by 
directing It to the right path and by 
unifying its scattered groups. Conse- 
quently it had attained, by virtue of 
the Quran, an integral status, an 
ideal legislation, morals to conduct 
its behaviour, means leading to 
prosper ity, and a universal message 
to be addressed to the whole of man- 
kind; "it is He Who has sent amon- 
gst the unlettered a messenger from 
among themselves, fo rehearse to 
them His signs, to sanctify them, and 
to instruct Ihem In Scripture and wi- 
sdom - Although ihey had been, befo- 
re, in manifest error; - As well as 
( to confer all these benefits upon ) 
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others sfihem, who have not already; 

joined them : And Ho is exalted in 
might, wise h . ( Surah (y2, Vs. 2-3 )♦ 



77ie Quran is a miraclv and 



guide 



Apart from all other Scriptures 
the Quran stands unique by being a 
miracle as well as a guide ; "a guide 
to mankind, also dear Signs '\ How- 
evere if the miraclous sign proved to 
be in accordance with the spirit of 
the message, then it would be more 
indicative of the truthfulness of the 
messenger and would give him more 
support than the outward miracle* 
To illustrate this idea some learned 
men gave the Following example. If 
there be a man in a city- wherein 
diseases are spread-claiming to be a 
physican, and forwarding as a proof 
of his plea a book written by him- 
self dealing with medicine and add- 
ing that patients will find their cure 
in such a book. If such a book on 
being examined by other physicians 
well versed in their subject proved 
to be the best book bearing on that 
subject, and \\ such a physician di- 
agnosed the peoples illness and 
prescribed for them the medicine 
leading to their recovery; could 
such a plea be disputed after being 
confirmed by practical as well as 

theoritical proofs ? DeHnetly no one 
can doubt the authenticity of such 
clear plea. 



; v!jt ,: 



V£^Jr^ : " 






■■^ 




ttiffift$f we ap- 



ply "this reasoning to a more sublte 
matter that is curing of spiritual <md 
moral maladies the result should be 
more striking because the treatment 
of physical maladies is not easy as 
the treatment of physical ailment. 
It is rather more subtle and difficult 
to be attained 

It is a well attested fact that 
the Qur'an includes the sound creeds, 
the sublime morals and the origins 
of social and civil legislation. It is 
well known too that the prophet, 
may the blessings and peace of God 
be upon him, had successfully treated 
by the virtue of his holy book a peo 
pie of long-established conflict illite- 
racy and idolatrous vices. Such pen- 
pie through his treatment recovered 
and became unified, sophisticated, 
wise and masters of numerous countr- 
ies. However it is more striking to 
notice tiro the man who attained 
this suecass had been illiterate with 
no bacRjf round either in science <>r 
politics, If the afore mentioned phy- 
sician proved his claim by means of 
an action w r hich is unfamiliar to t^e 
people and has no bearing on medi- 
cine » his claim would propably be 
suspected. Similar is the case with 
the prophet Muhammad in his claim 
that he was sent by God to guide 
the whole of mankind. His I3ook, 

which proved to be sound, is more 
indicative that it is a revelation from 
God than the rod of Moses which 
became snake and the dead womh 
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Jesus brought forth alive. Because 
these two miracles, though unusual, 
are not a means of instruction and 

guidance nor are they pertaining to 
medicine. Therefore their indication 
is not intrinsic. 

However, the doing of superna- 
tural miracles is Jess important than 
the making oi supreme, divine and 
legislative sciences without having 
any sort of knowledge. Yet the Qur + - 
an anticipates the hidden matters in 
the past and the future, and its tea- 
chinas lead to success and prosperity. 
The Quran thus is a clear proof that 
its spiritual as well as social remedy 
is only revealed by God, the Wise, 
the Sustained and no person whos^ 
over can oppose or doubt it. 

Was there at\fj apposition to the 
Qui' an V 

Atter the shining success of the 
Islamic call in the Arab peninsula 
there appeared h tor psychological as 
well as tribal reasons, some persons 
who claimed themselves to be proph* 
ets. What their proofs, their books Emd 
their achievements ? The following 
may give answer to this question. 

In the nineth and tenth vears 
after the Immigration there had been 
some individuals who claimed them- 
selves as prophets* They were : 
Musaylama of the tribe ot HanHa 
which had envied Quraysh because 
the messenger of God belongs to it F 



Al-Aswad El-Ensi who appeared at 
; Yamama, Talha !bn Khowayled 
EI-Asadi who appeared within the 
tribe of Asd and Sagah daughter of 
of El-Harith who had Known Christi- 
anity before and who appeared in 
the tribe of Taghlib. 

The different narrations, howev- 
I er P tell us that such pseudo prophets 
: had made books to oppose the Quran, 
But history and literature did not pre- 
serve any trace of thnr works except 

I hat had been introduced as anecdotes 
; or Jokes- 

The false at legation of these 
feigned prophets had not managed to 
stand upright in fare of the strong 
march of Islam. No sooner had they 
proclaimed their absurd calls than 
they had met their utter defeat and 
: profane destiny. Some ot them had 
! died and others embraced Islam and 
! became sincere believers such as Talha 
; who had joined the army and fought 
I heroically in the way of God to atone 
! for bis Past attitude against Islam; 
' + Nay, We hurl the truth against fa- 
lsehood, and it knocks out its brain, 
and behold, falsehood does perish ! " 
[Surah, 21, V\ HI |. 

In the Abbaside Caliphate some 
narrations stated that there had been 

| an opposition to the QuY an but these 
narrations were not backed by fact- 
ual texts. For instance Ibn Kayyem 

i at- Jozy yen and at-Bakellani stated 
that Ibn al-Mokaffa had been reciting 
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the GuVan until he reached at the 
following verse ; 'At length, behold ! 
There came our command, and the 
fountain oSf the earth gushed forth! ?1 
and went on reciting until God's sayi- 
ng : '* Away with those who do wro- 
ng/ (Surah, I1 n Vs. 40-44), then he 
said with admiration : this ran not be 

challenged at all by any human bei- 
ng " and burnt what he had invented. 
Furthermore* El-Bakcllani goes on to 
say ; "there had been persons who 
assumed that Ibn El Mokaffaa had 
opposed the Quran in his book titled 
Uw Unity tit* fjftiti -Aldurratul Yatin>"; 
but EJ Bakellani failed to find any 
thing in Ibn El-Mukaffaas work that 
might be held as an imitation of 
the Qur'an/ 

There was also Aboui - Aiaa 
Kl Maarri who had been accused by 
the sin of imitating the Qur'an. But- 
EI-Rafei, the Egyptian writer, refuted 
this charge very strongly, Dr. Taha 
Hussein, the contemporary Arab 
writer, refuted as weH what had 
been attributed to About El-Alaa, 

The latest attempt of such frau- 
dulent prophets, who claimed to 

be in touch with the divine 

revelation, is seen in the assumption 
made by Mir/a Gholam Ahmed El 
Quadyani-the Indian-, Mirza Ali El- 
Bab and his disciple El Bahaa, 

fortunately, the followers of 
those fabulous prophets do not show 
us what they assume to be Quranic 
verses and hide it in such a manner 



as it was something to be ashamed 
at Whoever manages to read their 
; books will see nonsense and absurd 
| words and ideas. He will be profomi- 
I dly confident that the Quran is the ge- 
i nitine revelation of God: This is a Bo- 
I ok, with verses basic or fundamental 
= ( of established meaning ), further 
I explained in detail from One Who is 
Wise and Well - Acquainted ( with a] 
; things), " (Surah, 11. V, I }. 

i 

I Islam i* a be lit* f m writ an a xifs- 

; ivm uf lift*. 

Islam is not, as being held by 
; short-sighted individuals, a theological 
! religion nor is lit a mere belief fak- 
: mg only into account the spiritual 
! side of man while leaving aside the 
1 organization of his relations with the 
] universe, with life and with his 
fellow human beings whether they 
are individuals or families or nations. 
In the contrary Islam is a eomprheiv 
sive beltef out of which an integral 
as well as a universal system comes 
forth on which a balanced and un- 
iversal nation is based. Such nation 
is depicted in the Qur'an as follows: 
M And thus We have made you an 
exalted nation that you may be the 
bearers of witness to the people." 
(Surah. 2, v. 14J5) ; 'You are the 
best nation raised up for men: you 
enjoin good and forbid evil and you 

believe in God/ 1 (Surah X V. 100). 

The turrits of th*> Mamk belief 
The Islamic religion has its own 
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merits and characteristics which other 
religious are lacking - It is a clear 

and simple belie! which may be ex- 
pressed in the idea that there is be- 
yoiid this disciplined and unique un- 
iverse One God who had created 
and regulated it, and who had des- 
tined every thing in this universe. 
This God has no associate, no coun- 
terpart, no wife and no son but "To 
Him belongs whoever is in the 
heavens and me earth," ( Surah. 
2U V. H),). 

This belief is plain and accept- 
able. Because the human mind seeks 
always association and unity beyond 
the apparent variation and multiplica- 
tion. It incessantly tends to refer a\\ 
things to one cause, The uniform 
fact also proves that the multiplica- 
tion of wills does not produce an 
integral conclusion or lead to a 
coherent system, The glorious Qur'an 
assures this fact when s^Pulating 
thai: "God has not taken to Himself 
a son nor is there with Him any 
(other) god-in that case would each 
god have taken away what he crea- 
ted ± and some of them would have 
overpowered others," ( Surah. 23, 
V, <)2) : 'If there were in them gods 
besides God, they would both have 
been in disorder," ( Surah. 21, V. 22), 

Moreover il is not a belief alien 
to human nature nor does it contra- 
dict this nature at any rate, it is 








accordance with this nature, The 
Qur'an illustrates this notion plainly 
when saying: "So set your face for 

religion, being upright, the made by 

God in which He has created men. 
There is no altering God's creation. 
That is the right religion* but most 
people know not, ^Surah, 30, V. 30), 

it is as well a fixed and defined 
belief which is not subject to mere* 
ase or decrease, distortion or change. 
No ruler whosoever or scientific 
synod or religious congregation is 
alowed to make addition or adjust- 
ment in this belief. Any addition or 
adjustment will be held invalid and 
will only express the point of view 
of such innovator. The messenger of 
i God in this respect says ; " Whoso 
| produces any idea alien to our inju- 
: notions will be responsible for this and 
his innovation will be only ascribed 
to him " and the Qur'an says : ** Or 

have they associates who have pr- 
escribed for them any religion that God 
does not sanction" (Surah 42. V. 21), 

Thus all innovations, superstiti- 
ons and supplements maliciously 
entered into Muslim beliefs or foisted 
into their books or treachrously pro- 
pagated among uneducated masses 
are false, unreliable and thoroughly 
rejected by Islam. 

Misconception of predestination 
and choice 
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and still from amongst the most am- 
azing &nd disputable topics which 
human mind failed to find out solu- 
tion or reach a decisive conclusion, 
and in which philosophers, ethicalists, 
psychologists and educationalists 
had disputed so far as philosophy 
and research are concerned* 

Islam in this connection is the 
balanced religion which is in comp- 
lete harmony with sound nature and 
the tangible reality. 

Man in view of the belife of 
predestination and choice is compl- 
eily free an'! responsible for his 
actions and se^r in the domian of his 
optional activities- He is at absolute 
liberty to do or abstain according to 
hrs own common sense md feelings. 

The Qur'an gives full support 
to this altitude in the following 
verses : " So let him who please 
believe, and let him who please 
disbelieve/' (Surah. HI, V.29). "There 
is no compulsion in religion — the 
right way is indeed clearly distinct 
from error/" (Surah, 2, V. 256), 
" Surely this is a Reminder: so 
whoever will, let him take away to 
his Lord. " ( Smrh. 76, V. 29). * To 
him among you who wii! go forwa- 
rd or will remain behind 11 (Surah. 74, 
V, 37) "Whoever does good, it is 
for bis own soul: and whoever <loes 
evil, it is against it, And thy Lord 



is not in the least unjust to the 
servant" (Surah, 41, V. 40 ) "M 
you do good, you do good for your 
own souls. And if you do evil it \$ 
for them. (Surah. 17, V, 7). * God 
imposes not on any soui a duty bey- 
ond its scope. For it is that which 
it earns ( of good ) and against it 
that which it works ( of evil } . " 
{ Surah. 2, V. 289 } . 



in addition to the above men- 
tioned verses there are many in the 
Qur 1 an which stipulate and decree 
man's liberty , gains and responsibi- 
lity; "That no bearer of a burden 
bears another's burden : And that 
man can have nothing but what he 
strives for : And his striving will soon 
' be seen. Then he will be rewarded 
for it with the fullest reward." 

! (Surah, 53, V. .5, 38-41), 

! This^^sitive attitude adopted 

; by the Qur'an has been backed by a 

strong campaign against the deter- 
: minists who ascribe their blasphemy 
; and sins to Kate under the pretext 
I that their actions are directed by the 

will ol God. 



In four Suras (chapters) of the 
Qur'an God, fie Almighty, refutes 
j this false assumption. In the Cattle 

chapter He says : "Those who are 
polythetsts say : If God pleased we 
would not have set up (aught with 
Him) nor our fathers, nor would we 
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have made anyttng unlawful. Thus 
did those before them reject {the 

trath) until they lasted onr punish- 
ment. S*tv -. Have you any knowledge 

so you would bring ir forth to us ? 
You only follow a conjecture and 
you only tell lies." (V. 159}, He also 
says in the chapter of th See : "And 
the idolators say : Had God pleased, 
we had not served aught but Him, 
(neither) we nor our fathers nor had 
we prohibited aught without (order 
from) Him, Thus did those before 
them, But have the messengers any 
duty except a plain delivery (of the 
message)/' (V, 35), He further says 
in the chapter of Yasin : "And when 
it is said to them: Spend out of 
that which God has given you, those 
who disbelieve say to those who 
believe : Shall we feed him whom, if 
God please, He could feed ?<You are 
in naught but clear error, " | V, 47 ]. 
And finally He says in the Chapter 
of Gold: "And they say : If the 
Beneficent bad pleased, we should 
not have worshipped them, They 
have no knowledge of this; they 
only lie," { V, 29). 

By such strong and clear regoi- 
aders to the old determinisms the 
decisive attitude taken by the Qur'an 
towards the question of tht> human 
mil and Divine wiU f is obviously 
conceived. 

Neverthless, man is not actually 
at absotut liberty or at complete 



choice in the sense that he does all 

what he pleases and abstains from 
a; I what he displeases; because if he 

were really iree In that sense he 
would certainly be a God. 

No one, whatever his staunch 
support to the human liberty may be, 
can deny the determinism of the hu- 
man will This is why the authorities 
concerned always refer it to hiridila- 

ry or environmental factors or t# 
both of them, Some philosophors expr- 
ess this notion by saying: " Man 
is free in a domain of fetters and limits 1 ' 

The diabetica! materialists have 
even tied man to means of producti- 
ons as well as to the economical 
phenomena which direct his way of 
thinking, fas course of behaviour and 
his current affairs. Thus they degrad- 
ed man and brought him to the most 
repugnant standard of determinism 
when thev have made of him a hum- 
ble slave of matter not a master of 
it as ordained bv Islam, 



This welt attestad fact, the Umi- 
tedness of the human will, is decreed 
by islam in a way more honourable 
and dignified to man than that of 
the materialistic and traditional dete- 
rminism. Man. from Islam's point of 
! view, is at liberty and choice in the 
range of what God had ordained ol 

rules being carried out by His will and 
power according to His knowledge 
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and wisdom, and which are applying 
to all creatures including man him- 
self Man is free because Trod wants 
him to enjoy liberty, and has his 
own will for God says : ' Hut von 
will not except as God wills. h 
(Surah, 76, V. :*{)■) 

There is no wonder then when 
we read in the (Our an the combina- 
tion of both the liberty oi the human 
will and the mastery of Divine will 
which appears in the following 
verses: " Verily, all things have We 
created In porportion and measure/" 
(Surah. 54, V. 49): J And \i thy 
Lord had pleased, all those who are 
in the earth would have believed. " 

(Surah, 10, V. !)<■)); "Doer oi what 
He intends, " ( Surah. Sf> T V, 18 } and 
"Surely thy Lord makes plentiful the 
means of subsistence [or whom He 
pleases, and He straitens. T ' (Surah, 
17, V. 30). 

Muslims belief in Kate, however, 
does not represent any determinist 
dogma nor does it express the acri- 
dentalists trend, but it is rather the 
belief m that the universe is heading 
to an ultimate end and that it is re&- 
tilated by a Supreme Power. How ran it 
be otherwise while God's knowledge 
fully comprises every atom in heavens 

and earth, and directs it according 
to His conclusive wisdom and mercy? 
** And not the weii^t of an atom in 
the earth or in the heaven is hidden 



from thy Lord, nor anything less than 
that nor greater, but it is ( all } in ^ 
clear book " ( Surah, }0, V, t>1 ) . 

Belief in Kate as such depicted 
does not at any rate contradict the 
exertion of efforts and the search 
of whatever possible menus to carry 
out ones own affairs. This is simply 

because God had ordained causes 
and means, introductions and conclu- 
sions. He had not destine success 
without any work, but had ordained 
it through its due means of unf lagging 
efforts, of caution vigilance, patience, 
endurance and so forth. 

Taking means then does not op- 
pose Fate but in Fact is implicitly 
included in Gods Fate. Therefore 

when the messenger of God was 
asked ihis question: ° could you prev- 
ent the occurence of Gods Fate ? 
in view of remedies and ways thereby 
evil might be evaded, his unequivocal 
answer was : "all happenings are 
ordained by Gods Fate, " Furthermore 
when epidemic disease was prevailing 
in Syria Omar Ibn Et-Khattab, after 
his consultation with the companions, 
had tleciried not to enter it and ret- 
urned back with his company. Some 
companions said to him : " do you 
run away from God's destiny Pri- 
nce of Muslims ? " He said "yes; I run 
away from Gods desting to fare 
God's destiny in other from. " 
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The messenger of God, though 
having the strongest faith in God's 
Fate, was fully aware of the necessary 

measures and means to be token. 
He therefore, had taken necessary 
precautions, mobilzed armtes*sent reco- 
nnaissance patrols, fought full -armed 
and had followed the most advanced 
rules of tactics and strategy, 

Although the question o! prede- 
stination and choice was clear enough 
in I&Jam, as we have already seen- 
through texts, practice, theory and 
application- the messenger of God, 
peace be upon him, had ordered his 
companions to block the way of frui- I 
Uess discussion about such delicate 
questions in which the human mind 
had failed to reach a sound solution 
inr long ago, in order they might ] 
escape dissension and divergence o! 
views', 

Refering to this question Shaykh 
Muhammad Abdu had said : ,l unfort- 
unately some persons who have 
evil intentions appeared among the 
Muslims from amongst the Persian and 
Roman subjects who feigned to be 
moslims and who brought to Islam 
what they have had of dissension and 
hypocrisy. They disobeyed God and 
his messenger when they violated 
Their order of forbidding discussion 
of Fate, and misled Muslims through 
their ambiguous and absurd words, 
They even disintegrated their unity 
and God says to Hi* messenger oonce- 



erning this attitude : " As for those 

who split up their religion and became 

sects, you have no concern with 

them." (Surah, G, V. 160), 

"Such was a group of determin- 
ists who were weak and helpless 
whose plea could not stand sound 
reasoning, and whose actions had 
been so repulsive that they were 
expelled from the domain of relig- 
ion. It was left lagging behind until 
it was fully uprooted. This gave im- 
petus to the prevalence of the ten- 
dency calling the majority of Muslims 
to adopt the trend of moderation bet- 
ween detereminisni and choice which 
is the trend calling to serious activities 
and tnie faith. 

faith In ftvsmrevtion : 

Some Materialist pedants often 
try to spread doubts about the belief 
in resurrection and other eschalolgical 
doctrines, like that of the Day of 
Judgement, Paradise and Hell- Fire to 
which doctrines references are made 
in the Qur'an and all the other 
Divine Scriptures, In a sarcastic 
manner they comment on the Qur'anic 
verse " Perhaps the Hour is nigh " 
(Surah. 42, V. 17) by remarking 
that a period of more than thirteen 
centuries has elapsed yet, the Hour 
has not come as yet. They forget or 
overlook that measurement of time 
is a relative question, and that a 
thousand years or more is only a 
short time in the account of history, 



especially if we take into considera- 
tion what geologists say about the 
estimated age of the world, which 
goes back millions and millions of 
years, The Materialists disregard 
another significant tart, when they 
do not realize that Muhammad is 
the last Prophet and his message is 
the final word from God to mankind. 
Should they conceive this fact, they 
would find it easy to clearly under- 
stand what the word N nigh " in the 
verse means, because they wil! then 
know that since there is no prophet 
after Muhammad nor is there any 

message after his until the day of 
Resurrection, the Hour is coming 
and nigh, 

The Hereafter is another crea- 
tion wherein every person will rece- 
ive a fair return for what he or she 
has done in first life. In many cases 
this present life fails short of rewa^ 
rding the good people for their deeds 
and punishing the mischievious for 
what they might have committed. 
Faith in a Wise, Just God leads by 
necessity to the belief in the existe- 
nce of that other life to be- This is ; 
the logic of faith in God Who orda- 
ined the Hereafter "that He* may 
reward those who do evil for that 
which they do, and reward those 

who do good with goodness" {Surah, 

53, V. 31 ) Belief in Resurrection is 
the logical conclusion of man's crea^ 
tion and his responsibility; tl Do you 
then think that We have created vou 



in vain, and that yon will not be 

returned to Us" (5. 23 T V. 115) 
,£ And We created not the heaven 
and the earth and what is between 
i them in vain. That is the opinion of 
| those who disbelieve. So woe to those 
j who disbelieve on account of the 
Fire> Shall We treat those who beli- 
eve and do good like the mischief- 
makers in the earth ? Or shall We 
make the dutiful like the wicked ? 
( Surah, 38, Vs. 27 — 28 ) , if there 
were no belief m Resurrection, the 
justice oi God and the very principle 
of laying responsibility on mans 
shoulder would be very critically 
questionable: an attitude which could 
produce nothing but chaos and des- 
truction. 

It should be borne in mind, 
however, that belief in the Hereafter 
does not mean giving one's back to 
life and being indifferent to the 
serious course of events on depen- 
dent on others with indulgence in 
vain wishful thinking. Happiness in 
the Hereafter is not attainable except 
Jhrough persistent work and serious 

endeavours. " It will not be in acco- 
rdance with your vain desires nor 
the vain desires of the people of the 
Book. Whoever does evil, will be 
requited for it and will not iind for 
himself besides God a friend or a 
helper. And whoever does good deeds, 
whether male or femal, and he { or 
she ) is a believer — these will enter 
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the Garden, and they wi 
dealt with a whit unjustly 
4 t Vs 123 — 124 ). 



not be 
( Surah, 



you may be successful 
V, 6 - 10 ). 



hh 



( Surah. (12, 



It is sufficient to support this 
argument fiat the Messenger of God- 

peaw and blessings be upon hlm-aml iraiveiMl sys1em wh,ch is dosel >' 

associated with all aspects of life. 

It is concerned with the individual and 



Tht* Sifitettt o/ f&twn: 

Islam has a very unique and 



his Companions as well as their pious 
successors did not conceive life or 
live it except as an aspect of serious 
undertaking ami earnest endeavour. 
It was this spirit that made them 

surpass other peoples in every field 
olf life. They did not remain stagnant 
or lazy awaiting the peace of the 
Hereafter and the boons of the 
Garden. They could not do it 
because the Quran, their right guide, 
says : ll And say h Work; so God will 
see your work and ( so will ) His 
Messenger and the believers. And you 
will be brought back to the Knower 
of the unseen and the seen, then He 
will inform you of what you did" 
(Surah, 9 h V, 105 ). " He it is Who 
made the earth subservient to you, 
so go about { working ) m the spaci- 
ous sides thereof, and eat of His 
sustenance. And to Him is the rising- 
(after death ) " ( Surah. S\l, V. 15 ). 
Again it says : ll © you who belive. 
when the call is sounded for prayer^ 
on Friday, hasten to the remembran 
ce of God and leave off traffic. That 
is better for you, if you know. But 
when the prayer is ended, disperse 
abroad in the land and seek of God's 
grace, and remember God much that 



the society and is interested in life 
at large, lu a very fair manner and on 
a well-balanced scale Islam deals with 
all aspects of life, spiritual and mat- 
erial, personal and social, local and 
international. Xo matter is over- rated 
at the expense ui another, but justice 

in all sides prevailes. Unlike other 
religions, it does not wear a material 
uniform or take a material view ol 
life, nor does it over-estimate the 
spiritual elements of existence. It 
draws a balance-line between the 
individual and his society without 
making the former dominate the latter 
as Is the case with capitalism, or 
vice- versa, as is the case with 
communism. 

All this is because islam is not 
the production of an unguided revol- 
ution-resulting as a reaction to cor- 
rupt conditions or to oppose extreme 
right with extreme left, as was the 
case with the unguided revolutions 
which introduced weak and shaking 
systems Th.it were the subject if com- 
mon complaints and inevitable altera- 
tions. The system of Islam is not 
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made by an individual or any group 
of individuals directed by their cul- 
tural backgrounds or environmental 
circumstances or legacies, not to 
mention their caprices or passions, to 
introduce a subjective system doom- 
ed to deficiency and change. Islam 
is the system ol God Wiio is die 
Lord of men and is free from bias 
and partiality to any race or class 
or generation. He is ibe Lord of 
them all and thev are His servants. 
He knows their interest and His 
mercy is so comprehensive that He 
does not over-task them: God des- 
ires ease lor you, and He desires 
not hardship for you ..." ISurafu 

Worship in Gods Aiotw . 

The first ^article in the faith o* 
Islam is the organization of relation- 
ship between God and His bondmen, 
Mankind do not create themselves 

nor do thev invent any of the manv 

.M- T" L 

embracing dooms and nniverser 

graces in the heaven and tin* earth, 
ljnt it. is (iod Whn .-rvaU'S them, 
bestows lavoin> mi ifnnn and linn- 
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sociating an\ paritmi 1*> linn. And 
this exactly what Islam ordains in 
the words of the Quran "And they 



are enjoined naught but to serve 

God T being sincere to Him in ohed- 
| ienee, upright, and to keep np prayer 

and pay the poor-rate, and that is 
1 the fight religion" (Sarah W, V. 5). 

, Moreover, Islam does not otdy 

! confine worship to God alone, Ihjt 
j also purifies the rituals from liIL ihc 
: idolatrous accretions and innovations 
invented by the followers of differe- 
nt sects to lav barriers between God 
and His bondmen and to establish a 
system of priestly intercession betw- 
een the Heaven and the earth. Prjav- 

er in Islam is a devotion to God 
only in which man turns his face 
^wherever he happens to be to the 
Lord without dependence on the 
permission of any relegions minister. 
The prayer-leader in a congregatio- 
nal service, which is more preferable 
to private worship, is not a man of 
priestly rights but is one of the con- 
<rregation. They let him Eeaii their 
prayers for his knowledge or piety 
and check his recitations :o correct 
him. if he makes any misi.dse. lie 
cannot assure an\ memlim :>r ihc 
congregation tnat his nra- ' A r viH be 
an voted by G=»d- becansr i he iinal 

i ■. 

\\'-n ; .] ij!! ara'pTamv is I'm-I's ►uly 
YVno knows tin- irmhm; ■ : i .- ■ ^ i ;he 

oiinTivis". am! Wh : " ,e : *■:■* , ah 
Trum tiie diniini " fSnrnh ~.\. V Jo 

The is Lai me prayer wit: their 

manners, their time-tables, their ron- 

| di lions and recitations are peculiar 

(2) 
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to islam as they were not known to 
any religion before Islam, They are 

the daily contact between the Musl- 
im snd his Lord. They are the ele- 
ctive means of purifying the body 
and the soul, of cultivating the sound 
conscience and developing decent 
morals; '* Surely prayer keeps (one,) 
away from indecency and evil ... *' 
( Surah. 20, V, 45). They are, espe- 
cially when performed in congregati- 
ons, a strong social bond and a pra- 
ctical lesson by which Muslims pra- 
ctise discipline^ brotherhood and 
equality. The condition which enjoins 
upon all Muslims to turn their lace 
to one direction towards Mecca 
( Makkah ) while praying is profoun- 
dly significant as it trains them to 
be whole-heartedly united in aim, 
opmion and tendency- 
pilgrimage, another fundament- 
al pillar of Islam, is a journey in 
which the Muslim turns hisheart and 
body to the House of God at Makkah, 
the House which was built by 
Abraham to be the symbol of mon- 
otheism and unity. When Abraham, 
lather of the propbets and the enemy 
of idolatry, established it, God ord- 
ained him to proclaim to men the 
pilgrimage; u And when We pointed 
10 Abraham the place of the House, 
saying : Associate naught with Me, 
purily My House for those who make 
circuits and stand to pray and bow 
and prostrate themselves. And procl- 



aim to me the Pilgrimage : They will 

come to thee on foot and on evepy 
lean camel, coming from every remote 
path" (Surah, 22, Vs. 26-27), 

This form of worship, started 
with Abraham as entirety pure for 

God, was abused and spoiled. The 
succession of time togeiher with 
ignorance, caprices and superstitions 
drove the people out from the path 
of God to indulge in idolatry and as- 
sociate images with God. They laid 
down idols in the House of God to 
worship them and offer oblations to 
them, mixing whatever was left of 
the monotneislic rituals with the ac- 
cretion which they invented. 

When Islam came to find the 
said condition, it removed all traces 
of idolatry and abolished the rem- 
aining forms of Partnership in Divi- 
nity, Upon the triumphant return of 
the Prophet Muhammad to Makkah 
he smashed with his own hands the 
idols which were set around the 
House oi God at Makkah (the Kaabah), 
saying t tf The Truth has come and 
falsehood vanished. Surely falsehood 
is ever bound to vanish" (Surah. 17 
V. 81). Thus the House was made 
pure for God alone and the institut- 
ion of Pilgrimage restored to its 
homer state in the days of Abraham. 
In forms and slogans, in intention 
and practice pilgrimage was one 
again designated to God. 
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The rituals of pilgrimage are 
associated with certain place in the 
sacred city of Makkah only because 
it is the land of remembrances, ihe 
legacy of Abraham and the cradle 
of the Call- All the rituaEs performed 
by the believers in the course o£ 
pilgrimage are indicative symbols 
of suggestive revelation, They have 
no value or significance in themsel- 
ves because they are meant br the 
glorification of God and submission 
to His ordinances* It is reported that 
Umar, the Second Caliph and great 
Companion of the Prophet, stood 
before the Black Stone in the Kaab- 
ah and said : * I kiss you although I 
know that you are a stone incapa- 
ble of doing any harm or causing 
any benefit And had I not seen the 
Messenger of God kiss you, t would 

have never done so. "* 

In view of these explanations, 

would there be any ground for the 
superficial outlook of those who say 
that the Muslims make pilgrimage to 
a stone and bow down Li prostration 
before it, seeking its blessings or 
graces V Any such allegation is a 
mere nonsense. Pilgrimage is a poin- 
ted mote in the eyes of the enemies 
of Islam because it is the most im- 
BW5S1VG Divine convention to which 

the Muslims come from everywhere 

in the globe to enjoy the mutual 
feelings of a common Islamic brother- 
hood and joint aims, and to dicusss 



their affairs m co-operative and most 
understanding manners as to return 
to their previous state of dignity and 
power; to be new the best nation 
raised up for men by enjoining good 
and forbiddding evil and by believ- 
ing in God. 

It is these Divine principles 
i that vex the blind enemies of Islam 
and make them hit at random. The 
advocates of chaos and enemies of 
humanity stay restless when they 
face any organized course of relation- 
ship either between man and man or 
between man and God, This is why 
they look to Islam with unhappy 
eyes and shamelessly invent all sfcrts 
of lies and allegations to set barriers 
between men and Islam, But we be- 
lieve that all this will be in vain 
once Islam is properly presented and 
correctly represented- It is our hope, 
however, that the short account 
given of these two forms o( wor- 
ship (Prayer and Pilgrimage) will be 
a sufficient expression of the spirit 
of Islam In drawing the course of 
relations between God and man. 

Human Relations : 

Now let ns consider how Islam 
organizes the course of human relati- 
ons among people. Has Islam ever 

supported the feudalists, or recogni- 
zed social injustice, or helped a class 

of society against another, or favoured 

the strong at the expense of *he 
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weak? Has Islam JeEt society to be 
dominated by artificial barriers o£ 
discrimination on the basts of race 
or colour or inherited nobility? This 
is what we shall give answers to hi 
:he following pages. 

The lightest examination of the 
teachings of islam demonstrates that 
it is nnt a religion olf any particular 
class or any special group, but is a 
religion socially bunded on the bas- 
es of fraternity, 'justice and equality. 
These bases an* dearly represented 
iti t!ie rituals- and worships o£ Islam 
as well as in its economical and 
political systems. 

The Relation Hetwptm the Rich 
mitf the Poor : 

islam admits the instinctive 
dissimilarity of people in abilities and 
natural gilts, faculties and capacities, 
and U accepts, therefore, their reaso- 
nable? and instinctive dissimilarity in 
sustenance. Islam as a religion which 
iecogniaes tie naiural instincts of 
man and tilings, sublimes them and 
does not conflict with them accepts 
individual ownership as long as ii 
comes from lawful sources. By this 
attitude Islam means to sutisfv t)u i 
instinctive motives and human desires 
\-:,r ownership competition and saving, 
But it docs iii)i regard the individ- 
ual property which is obtained thro- 
ugh illf^al nutans like usununhm 



and stealing whether this latter is in 
apparent or hidden forms such as 
gifts presented to rulers, exploitation 

of influence, accepting bribes and 

faking other peoples properties by 
subtle manners. On the contrary, it 
confiscates all holdings of this sort 
however long they remain in the hol- 
ders' hands, because length of time 
and succession of day and night do 
not allow the forbidden or make the 
prohibited lawful. 



In Islam man is not the real 
owner of property and cannot do 
with it what he pleases. All holdings 
i belong m fact to God alone. This 
statement means that they belong to 
the entire society, and the rich man 
is a mere employee appointed to 
take care of what he holds, invest 
it and spend it in such, a way as to 
agree with the interest of society, 
without inflicting any harm upon it. 
I In other words, as the Quran puts 
! it, the rirk person is only a succes- 
i sor; 'and expend of that unto which 
: He has made yon suetvssors'' (Surah 
[ 47, V. (>); "and give them (the ear- 
liest slaves who seek emancipation) 
j ol the wealth of Uocl that He has 
! given vou" (Surah. 24, V. &>). 

Ownership. therHore. is a social 

[miction, anil the wealthy person is 

tasked with Imanciul duties to his 

society the least ot which is giving 

; (tint* i/t\kt\\\'> This i> wit ,| volunmrv 
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